Number VI — Number 4 | JUNE 16, 1947 


Murder — Critics Of The Word — Paul And The Mm ; 
Rebirth Of The German Church — An Immediate Need 


THE SOUTHERN 


4 Presbyterian semi-monthly magazine devoted to the 
statement, defense and propagation of the 
Gospel, the faith which was once for 
all delivered unto the saints. 


“Entered as second-class matter May 15, 1942, at the Postoffice at Weaverville, N. C., under the Acts S x 


abscription $1.50 


EDITORIAL 


Splendid Spirit Of Eighty-Sixth General Assembly 


THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF | 


THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 


= 


APPRECIATION OF DR. AND MRS. R. C. ANDERSON 


‘GOD HATH SWORN 
By Rev. J. B. Green, D.D. 


WHAT GOD WANTS HIS CHURCH TO BE 
: By Rev. R. A. Lapsley, D.D. 


= 


THE BOOKS OF KINGS 
By Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


= 


U.S.A. (NORTHERN) PRESBYTERIAN ASSEMBLY DISCUSSES 
UNION WITH U. S. (SOUTHERN) PREBYTERIANS 


‘SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 
(July 6-13) 
Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 
(July 6-13) 
Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


= 


‘WOMAN'S WORK 
Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Of Christ — The 


1947 
—— 
Ye | 
A 
We 
| 
t PRINGS 
4, | 
| 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


June 16, 1% 


Poy. C. T. Caldwell, D.D. 

Rev. W. G. Foster 

Rev. D. S. Gage, D.D. 

Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D. 


Mr. Chas. C. Dickinson, Chairman 
Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D. 
| Mr. W. Gettys Guille 

Mr. S. Donald Fortson 

Rev. R. E. Hough, D.D. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


The Journal has no official connection with the Presbyterian Church in the United States 


) PUBLISHED BY THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL COMPANY INC. 


Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D., Editor — Weaverville, N. C. 
Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Associate Editor — Montreat, N. C. 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 


Rev. Robert F. Gribble, D.D. 
Rev. Edward Mack, D.D. 
Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. 
Mr. Harvey G. Davis 
Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D. 
Rev. T. A. Painter, D.D. 


— 


| 


Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Rev. Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Rev. Cary N. Weisiger III 


Mr. Kenneth S. Keyes 

Rev. Charlton Hutton 

Mr. T. S. McPheeters 

Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Sec’y-Treas. | 
Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 


EDITORIAL 
Murder 


When a jury, presented with the evidence 
which included the written confessions of the 
murderers, declares them “not guilty” it but be- 
comes an accessory to the fact. 


The revolting details of the lynching of a negro 
nea: Greenville, S. C., were blazoned abroad and 
wil] not soon be forgotten. 


While there is some comfort in the precedent of 
a trial, the fact remains that an attitude of mind 
has been revealed which demands drastic change. 


Northern Christians have just cause to look 


with amazement and severe rebuke on what took 


place in Greenville. Southern Christians share in 
this condemnation of the miscarriage of justice. 


This being true it will be wise for those who 
live in the North to leave the solving of this prob- 
lem with those who are aware of it and who are 
determined to see that a just solution is found. 
The passing of federal anti-lynching laws will but 
add to the complexity of the problem. 


So far the contributions which are most effective 
towards improved race relations in the South are 
coming from those who live in the midst of these 
problems. Some of the “solutions” which are gra- 
tuitously being offered (abolishing of segregation 
and elimination of social lines) are but adding 
fuel to a burning fire. —L.N.B. 


Critics Of The Word 


It is not surprising that men should arise to 
traduce the Bible: the Book has always had its 
amicable enemies and its hostile friends. Doubtless 
traitors will continue to thrive in some circles, in 
spite of their historical impotence to “debunk” 
the Book. But what really causes amazement is 
that certain literati making great profession of 
loyalty and shunning not to proclaim from the 
housetops their lavish tributes to Holy Writ, use 
the knife without squeamishness, and contract with 
book-makers to deliver the Volume to the enemy. 


of devotion to the Volume, yet with scarcely les 


Judas betrayed the Lord, the Living Word. h 
perfidious ingratitude he added _ such _ insult 3 
was the nadir of infamy, in that while doing the 
dastardly act of handing over the Savior to His 
inquisitors, he put on the cloak of affectionate 
loyalty. What then shall be said of its pseudo 
friends who notwithstanding great swelling word 


a effrontery betray the Written Word with 
a kiss! 

Also if those in high station with the sacred 
responsibility of teaching, whether in home, o 
Church, or in school, would be content to enforce 
the contents of the Bible as we have it, and a 
the centuries have attested it in lives built upon 
it and in conduct guided by it, the Christian pro- 
gram would be much farther advanced. If fault 
finders would cease writing at length in adverse 
criticism of the Bible and would spend their valt- 
able time in doing what the Bible enjoins, we 
would have a better world. 

Believers need not hasten to defend the Bible, 
although Apologetics has its place. Infidels, whether 
in pulpit or in chair, or wearing their true labels 
cannot render ineffective the Revelation of God. 
The mistakes of Scripture turn out rather to be the 
errors of men. All that one requires whether in 
erecting a building or in doing Christian work, is 
to use the instruments afforded. No duelist need 
argue his blade Damascus steel: its use renders 
the verdict. The Bible has done remarkably well 
in view of its enemies and its friends. Fetish 
worshippers and pen-knifers, on the one hand and 
on the other, are alike impotent to negate the 
power of the Spirit in the Word of God. They only 
make the chariot wheels of the Church drive 
heavily at times: the Word of our God stall - 


forever. —R.F.G. 


Paul And The Mind 
Of Christ 


Paul was not only a Heart-Giant; he was al 
Intellectual Giant. Naturally he was endowed with 
one of the best minds that we’ find among the 
scholars and philosophers. Then his mind had been 
well trained. He “sat at the feet of Gamaliel ® 
enough to show what sort of Jewish training he 
had. To know that he was further educated I 
Tarsus is to stamp him as a well-rounded student 
as far as this world’s knowledge is concerned. 
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But Saul of Tarsus, like so many richly endowed 


and well trained men, was self-centered and self- _ 
satisfied. We have examples of men of this kind 


in the world today. There is no question as to 
their brilliance and scholarship. But, except for 
making some of us marvel at their knowledge; or 
envy their splendid mental equipment, they do 
nothing for the world in which they stand out so 
prominently. 

Who knows but what this would have been the 
fate of this man Saul, if Jesus Christ had not 
‘“Iaid hold” upon him? Something happened to 


Paul’s heart when he met Christ; something also— 


happened to the mind of Saul; his mind became the 
“mind of Christ.” | 
What is the mind of Christ as revealed to us in 
this well-known passage of Scripture? (Philippians 
2:5-8). 
The mind of Christ is the mind of God. When 


we see Him, we see the Father. He did not think 


it something to be grasped — His equality with 


God — for that had always been in His possession. 
But, secure as He was as the Son, He (1) ‘“‘Emptied | 


himself” of all His riches and became poor. We 
frail mortals like to cling to our medals and 
diplomas and degrees. The Savior “stripped” him- 
self, humiliated himself. (2) He took the form of 
a man. If He had stepped from His throne in 
Heaven to a throne on earth, that would have 
been a most remarkable example of humility, but 
when He stepped from a throne to a manger, we 
can see something of His lowliness of mind indeed. 
(3) He became a servant. One of the most 
beautiful scenes in the Bible is that in the upper 
room where the Lord and Master stoops to wash 
the feet of the disciples. (4) He came to die: to 
‘pay the debt which sin has caused every man to 
owe. (5) The shameful death of the cross ‘‘Cursed 
is everyone that hangeth upon a tree’: He hung 
on the tree. | | 


“Under an Eastern sky, 
Amid a rabble cry, 
A Man went forth to die 
For me.” 


What did this mind of Christ do for Paul? 

It gave him an understanding of the meaning of 
Scripture so that he became the great theologian 
and writer of the New Testament. When the mind 
of a man like Paul becomes the mind of Christ— 
when a master-mind becomes the Master’s mind— 


then we have a vehicle which the Holy Spirit can. 


use to write the most profound truths which He 
wishes to convey to men. The Epistle to the Ephe- 
slans is called by scholars the most profound book 
In existence. | 


But it did more than this for Paul. It fitted him 
to become the greatest missionary, messenger and 
ambassador of the Gospel that we have ever had 
In our dark world. His life, words, and ministry 
make him “shine like a star.” 


Saul the Pharisee, became Paul, the chief of 
sinners. The man who would have thought it an 


insult to be classed with “sinners” calls himself 


the “chief.” 


Saul the university graduate becomes a “slave 
of Jesus Christ,’”’ making himself all things to all 
men that he might win them for Christ, 


‘Saul the persecutor of Christians becomes. the 
zealous proclaimer of the Gospel of Salvation by 


grace, whose one ambition is to be like his Lord 
and Master and to “die like He died,” and to share 
His resurrection glory. 


“Let this mind be in you.” What a dire need in 
this day of educated men, trained in our “higher” 
schools of learning, to surrender themselves to 
the One Master Mind. To get away from their 
self-centered and smugly satisfied careers and do 
something for our dying world. Then indeed they 
would “shine like stars” in a very black world. 

K. 


The Rebirth Of The 
German Church 


By Stewart W. Herman. Harper, 297 pages. 
This volume by the author of “It Is Your Souls 
We Want” is a most valuable and timely study of 
the current situation in Germany. We see the sad 


_ treck of thousands ejected from Eastern territories 


in which they have lived for generations, we hear 
the cries of hunger and distress, but as we worship 
in shattered cathedrals we lift our hats at the 
signs of God’s grace in the lives and words of 
His servants. Amid the many lessons to be gathered 
from God’s judgments in the earth we wish to note 
three. 
Repent 


In the midst of a battered city a church was 
completely destroyed except for its main portal 
on whose arch one word was written; Repent. 
Gathering at Stuttgart the Council of the Protes- 
tant Church in Germany (EKiD) confessed their 
own guilt in the sufferings Nazi arms had inflicted 
upon the nations, “We accuse ourselves for not 
witnessing more courageously, for not praying 
more faithfully, for not believing more joyously 
and for not loving more ardently.” And now 
“orounded on the Holy Scriptures. directed with 
all earnestness toward the only Lord of the Church 
we, the Churches, do proceed to cleanse ourselves 
from. influences alien to the faith.”” Behind the 
sins of Nazi domination lay the sin of forsaking 
the faith. In the Order of Intercession prepared 
for the Munich crisis. we read: ‘‘We have all too 
often tolerated a.false Gospel. We have not so 
lived that evervone might see our good works and 
glorify Thee. We confess before Thee the sins of 
our people. Thy Name has been slandered among 
us, Thy Word attacked, Thy truth suwressed... 
O Lord, our God, we lament before Thee our sins 
and the sins of our people.” The Fraternal] Council 
of the Confessing Church declares: ‘‘Long before 
spoke in His wrath, we were deaf to His Word 
of love.” 7 


_ Christian Indoctrination In Place 
f Religious Education! 


During the Nazi domination there was a form of 
religious education put on by the Deutsch-Christ- 
liche movement, “Their basis was not the Holy 
Scriptures but the National Socialist . movement. 
Their preaching was not the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, but the veneration of a religious hero mixed 
with the glorification of a Nazi Reich and its 
Fuehrer as divine revelations. Their faith was not 
justification by faith in a crucified and risen Lord, 
but a political credulity in the divine mission of 
the German people in their Nazi aspect.” In 
Thuringia, for example, they dropped the Old 


Testament and subordinated the New Testament 
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and the Christian creeds to National Scoialist 
ideology and interpreted the former by the latter. 
Indeed, the Bible was rewritien into a “National 
Testament’? from which the miracle of Jesus’ birth, 
His resurrection and ascension were eliminated. 
Public school teachers who had resigned from the 
Christian Church and withdrawn their own children 
from the Church’s catechetical study taught “‘re- 
ligious education” in the schools. That is they 
sang patriotic songs and presented a _ glorified 
version of German history to suit their myth of 
race, blood, and soil. When Bishop Staehlin tried 
to teach the Ten Commandments to twelve year 


old girls they told him that it was insulting to give 


commands to German children! 


From such religious education, the Confessing 
Church turned to Christian indoctrination, to con- 
fessional schools, and to catechetical instruction. 
Now that the teachers who resigned from the 
Church are applying for re-admission so that they 
may again be permitted to teach, the Pastors are 
assigning them a place with the fourteen year olds 
in the catechetical classes. 


After the First World War, Dr. Wm. Adams 
Brown of Union Theological Seminary (N.Y.), 
“The Church In America,” told us that the 
American soldiers were religiously illiterate, that 
only those who had had Roman Catholic parochial 
education or Lutheran catechetical instruction 
knew the comman Christian tenets. After the 
Second World War Chaplain Winston L. King 
writes in the Autumn, (1946) “Christendom,” “the 
products of our Churches’ educative ‘system’ are 
for the most part religious illiterates and denomi- 
national ignoramuses” ... “Both the quantity and 
the quality of our teaching program must then be 
altered. There must be an increase in definite 
instruction, perhaps of a _ catechetical nature” 


... “A greater Biblical and doctrinal content 
should appear in both church school teaching and 
preaching.” When even such “liberals” as Dr. 
Brown and Chaplain King call for more doctrinal, 
catechetical instruction the Church had better 
regird itself with the Word and its faithful ex- 
position in the catechisms ere American paganism 


make worse wreck of our Church than Nazi 
paganism has of the Church in Germany! 
The End Of The Leadership 


Principle . 


The leadership principle was carried to its logical 
conclusion in Germany and the record of the wreck 
of a people is its accomplishment. Thank God 
the Confessing Ministers of Germany are realizing 
the difference between the world’s idea of a leader 
and Christ’s example of a servant. In his advent 
sermon in Frankfurt, Pastor Niemoeller said: 


“From all sides we are told: See to it that we 
have a strong and influential church that can 
seize its opportunities! Such thoughts and pro- 
posals may be honestly and well meant; but—a 
powerful church? Let us forget such human 
thoughts regarding God and His work!” On 
another occasion he told a group of American 
chaplains: 


“In the Confessing Church there is no ‘leader- 
ship-principle’ and — officially — I have never 
been more than a member of the Fraternal Council 
together with a few dozen others. The Confessing 
Church has always fought for, and held firmly to, 


the synodical principle, That shall never be altere 
with my consent.” 


If there is one bit of criticism the reviewe 
would make of this helpful book it is the regre 
that Dr. Herman does not seem to realize that the 
very office of diosecan bishop is a form of the 
leadership principle. I think that his noble granj. 
father—one of my former parishioners—woul( 
have differed from his excellent grandson on this 
point. C.R. 


AN IMMEDIATE NEED 


Excellent progress is being made at Montreat 
under Dr. McGregor’s presidency, recen} 
meeting of the Board of Directors urged him to 
try to finish the kitchen and dining-room of the 
new hotel by July 1, in order that thousands of 
people coming for summer conferences and vaca- 
tions could be served. The General Assembly hear- 
ing of this need and knowing that funds are lack. 
ine for this purpose voted unanimously to ask 
friends of Montreat to provide $20,000.00 at once 
to complete this most needed unit of the hotel. 


As a Director of Montreat and as Moderator of 
the Assembly, I urge that interested friends of 
this institution which serves and stimulates every 
cause in the Church supply this amount at once. 
If this is to be accomplished, some large gifts will 
be necessary. Let us make our response in sucha 
way as to encourage our new President in his re- 
sponsible work. 

J. R. Cunningham, Moderator. . 


Splendid Spirit Of Eighty-Sixth 
General Assembly Manifest 
In Report Of The Standing 
Committee Of Thanks 


We have come to the end of a delightful week: 
and with the close of the eighty-seventh General 
Assembly we have in our hearts an ever-increasing 
spirit of gratitude. ee 


We appreciate the masterful manner in which 
the Moderator. Dr. J. R. Cunningham, ably assisted 
by Dr. R. A. Lapsley and Rev. John Melton, pre 
sided at the several sessions. 


We shall long remember the forceful speeches 
and devotional: services which were featured day 
by day. 

The Stated Clerk and his efficient staff deserve 
our thanks, as always, together with their helpers 
behind the scenes who typed and mimeographe 
papers, and the gentlemen of the press, both re- 
ligious and secular, who covered the Assembly 
faithfully and well. 


We are grateful to Dr. J. R. McGregor and the 
Mountain Retreat Association for their gracious 
entertainment; to the residents of Montreat for 
their cordial courtesies; and to all others who 
made this week a blessed experience and a happy 
memory. | 


Dr. George E. White, of Bradenton, Florida, 
added charm to our sessions by his gift of choice 
flowers. Members of the Montreat College Chol, 
directed by Miss Elizabeth Woodhouse and ac- 
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companied by Miss Mary Lord, supplied that same 


eracious touch in their gift of sacred song, 
generously offered and perfectly presented. 


Above all else, we thank God for His goodness, 
reflected in the well-nigh perfect weather of the 
week; in the Providence that guided and protected 
each commissioner through these days; and in the 
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spirit of Christian love which was evident in every 
public meeting and private conference. 

For all these blessings, and many others that 
cannot be named or counted, which have made 
this Assembly a happy and holy experience, we 
express our thanks to God and men. 

Respectifully submitted, 
R. D. Adams, Chairman. 


The Prodeedings Of The 
Eighty -Seventh General Assembly 
Of The Presbyterian Church 
In The United States 


By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 


The Southern Presbyterian Church is a great 


Church—great in its constitution, great in its tra- 


dition, great in its distinctive principles, great in 
its achievements, great in its resources, and great 
in its prospects for the future. Due to the weak- 
ness of man it is by no means without spot or 
wrinkle, but its record is one for which we should 
be profoundly grateful. The Eighty-Seventh Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States which met at Montreat, N. C., on 
May 29, 1947, confirms and strengthens this con- 
viction. 


Dr. J, B. Green, the retiring Moderator, preach- 
ed the morning sermon. The subject was, ‘‘God 
Hath Sworn.” Taking the sermon as a whole it 
was superior in theological content to the ma- 
jority of the moderator’s sermons preached during 
the past decade. Since the entire sermon will be 
printed in The Southern Presbyterian Journal it 
will not be necessary to quote from it. (See this 
issue, Pages 10-12). 


- Three Commissioners were nominated for the 
office of Moderator. The Rev. Leslie H. Patterson, 
of Montgomery (Presbytery, nominated Dr. Robert 
A. Lapsley, Jr., Pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Roanoke, Va. In the nominating ad- 
dress he said that our Assembly should select one 
competent to lead in the evangelistic activities of 
the Assembly and that Dr. Lapsley had superb 
qualifications for this undertaking. He enumer- 
ated Dr. Lapsley’s wide experience and varied ser- 
vices throughout the Assembly, Dr. J, M. Richards 
nominated Dr. J. R. Cunningham, President of 
Davidson College, pointing out Dr. Cunningham’s 
services to the Church both as pastor and edu- 
cator. Dr. H. E. Russell, pastor of the Trinity Pres- 
byterian Church of Montgomery, Ala., placed the 
name of Dr. J. W. Melton, Pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Baton Rouge, La., before the 
Assembly. Dr. Russell asked the support of the 
Assembly for Dr. Melton especially on the basis 
of Dr, Melton’s service as chaplain in the Navy. 
Only one ballot was necessary to decide the elec- 
tion and the results were as follows: Lapsley, 131; 
Cunningham, 211; and Melton, 18. 


Dr. J. Rupert McGregor was impressively in- 


- Stalled as President of the Mountain Retreat As- 


‘sociation and President of Montreat College. This — 


installation service was conducted by Dr. ‘ 
Cunningham, Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Dr. A. L. Currie, 
and Ruling Elder W. E. Price. Dr. Bell offered the 
prayer. In this prayer he remembered the faithful 
services of Dr. R, C. Anderson, and invoked God’s 
blessings upon his successor. Dr. Currie delivered 
the charge to Dr. McGregor, and Ruling Elder 
W. E. Price, of Mecklenburg Presbytery, gave the 
charge to the Church. Mr. Price reminded the As- 
sembly that we no longer have Dr. and Mrs. An- 
derson to make up the financial deficits at Mon- 
treat, and appealed to the Assembly to support 


.. the work liberally, and especially to complete the 


Alba Hotel at once. 
Fraternal Delegates 


Dr. Newcombe, Pastor of the Eighth United 
Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh, Pa., brought 
greetings from his denomination to the Assembly. 
He stated that he was not so much interested in 
building up a united Church as in the Kingdom 
of Christ. He observed that many failed to see 
that the Church is one now. Rev. S. A. Tinkler, of 
York, S, C., represented the A.R.P. Church, and 
Dr. Earl Turner, of Atlanta, Ga., spoke for the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 


Stewardship 


Dr. J. G. Patton, Jr., gave the Stewardship Com- 
mittee’s Report. Every indication is that our 
Church has been making strides in the steward- 
ship of possessions. He stated that stewardship has 
been prominent in almost all the summer confer- 
ences throughout the Church during the past year 
and included in the programs of the men, women, 
and young people, For the fifth consecutive year 
the receipts of our Assembly’s agencies from liv- 
ing communicants were above the minimum amount 
asked. The total receipts reported were $2,828,- 
360.00 as over against the amount asked of $2,- 
655,000.00. This represents an increase of $734,- 
209.00 over the previous year. The Secretary of 
the General Assembly’s Committee on Steward- 
ship has been active in field work and visited 
every Synod of the Church with one exception 
during the closing year. This Committee operates 
the Presbyterian News Service which gives pub- 


194 

tered 
lewer 
egret 
t the 
the 

and- 

ould 
R, 
eat 
cent 

to 
the 

of 
aca- 
ear- 
ack. 

of 
of 
na 
re- 
k: 
al 
h 
y 
e 


Page 6 


June 16, 1947 


licity for the agencies of the General Assembly. 
This work has been ably carried forward under 
the direction of Miss Deedie May Austin. More 
than three hundred newspapers through the terri- 
tory covered by our Church have used her releases 
during the past year. 


March 7, 1948, was designated as the Every 
Member Canvass Day. The Assembly has requested 
that our Church be called upon to make this-day 
one of full dedication of life and property. The 
theme of the Every Member Canvass for the year 
1948 will be, “Every Presbyterian Progressing In 
Liberality.” The officers of every church were 
urged to make a thorough study of the giving 
habits of the members with the purpose of in- 
creasing the support of the Church. 


The Assembly adopted the objectives of the 
Five-Year Plan of the Presbyterian Program of 
Progress. This program includes Evangelism, 
Church Attendance, Christian Growth, Chapels and 
a new emphasis upon the presentation of Stew- 
ardship. This program also calls for new and chal- 
lenging financial objectives in order that our 
agencies may carry on their work at maximum 
capaci.y. It will seek to raise $4,000,000.00 for 
the cause of Foreign Missions in its rehabili- 
tation, reoccupation, and expansion projects. The 
Assembly’s Home Mission Committee will have as a 
special financial objective the raising of $1,500,- 
000.00 to provide limited challenge funds for in- 
creasing the salaries of workers and launching a 
few new enterprises in growing areas of popu- 
lation. The Committee on Christian Education 
and Ministerial Relief will seek to raise $750,- 
000.00 for its operations, The Committee on Re- 
ligious Education and Publication is asking for 
$500,000.00 for improvements in the physica] plant 
where its headquarters are housed. The Assembly’s 
Training School will come next and the amount 
requested for this cause is $250,000.00 which will 
be used for improvements. The Negro Work Com- 
mittee is asking for $250,000.00 for developing 
its program. The Stewardship Committee believes 
that this money should be raised during the next 
five years and that special emphasis should be 
given the first year to a campaign for Foreign 
Missions due to the urgency of returning our 
missionaries to the Far East, 


A recommendation of the Standing Committee 
on Stewardship answered in the affirmative the 
overtures requesting ‘“‘careful and comprehensive 
study of the many executive, administrative, and 
promotion commitiees and agencies of the As- 
sembly be made to the end that there may be 
greater economy, foresight, and effectiveness in 
the use of money, time, and talents in the plan- 
ning and carrying out of the Assembly’s work.”’ 
Funds were made available to defray the expenses 
of the Committee carrying out this task. 


A popular meeting on Stewardship was held 
Sunday night. Dr. Patton made the principal ad- 
dress at this time. He reviewed the declarations 
of the 1945 General Assembly regarding advance, 
and stated that the results were gratifying. He 
revealed that in the last few years our Church 
has raised $6,000,000.00 for our educational insti- 
tutions, over $1,000,000.00 have been raised for 
Home Mission Emergency Fund, and around $800,- 
000.00 have been secured and put aside by the 
Foreign Mission Committee for rehabilitation work 
in the foreign fields. Dr. Patton then said, “In 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


the last few years our Church in its over and 
above campaigns has raised a total of approximate. 
ly eight million dollars. This is more than any 
other Church in North America has raised pe 
capita in any of the great campaigns that have 
received so much publicity. We thank God for this 
and we believe that a new day for advance has 
come. 


Dr. \Patton admitted that the attempt to raise 
the amount of $7,500,000.00 seems to be stagger. 
ing, but after a little figuring he found that this 
amount could be raised from our Church if each 
member of the Church would increase his or her 


gift to the Church by the amount of 5c per 


week in order to reach this goal. We have been 
giving 10c per member per day. ‘Certainly we 
can increase this giving by 5c per member per 
week,” the speaker added. 


It was emphasized by the Secretary that “as we 
travel] through the Church and attend the meet- 
ings of the Church courts we find certain move- 
ments that are dividing our Church, These things 
should be removed if we successfully carry out 
this program of progress.” 


Foreign Missions 


The aftermath of the last war has complicated 
the work of the Executive Board of Foreign 
Missions. The wounds of the conflict are still 
fresh on the body of the world. In spite of the 
difficulties, our Foreign Mission Committee is 
undertaking a constructive program for recovery. 
Survey Committees are already in the fields and 
their findings are being sent to our headquarters 
in Nashville. 


The need for new personnel on various mission 
fields was stressed. Even though forty-four new 


‘missionaries were appointed last year there were 


requests before the Executive Committee for 
seventy-five new ones urgently needed at the 
present time to fill existing vacancies. The Gen- 
eral Assembly authorized the Executive Commit- 
tee of Foreign Missions to augment the Far East- 
ern Rehabilitation Fund by raising special gifts 
for this purpose. It was found that the goal of one 
million dollars already offered by the General 
Assembly will fall short of meeting the minimum 
= eg of reconstruction in China, Japan, and 
orea. 


The receipts for the ecclesiastical year just 
closed were $187,496.58 more than the preceding 
year. This increase enabled our committee to meet 
in full the $140,000.00 asked for the increased 
cost for the year due to inflation around the 


world. 


Dr. C. Darby Fulton spoke to the Assembly at 
the Sunday afternoon service on conditions in 
China, Japan, and Korea. He related experiences 
on his recent trip to the Orient. He was deeply 
impressed by the terrific ravages of war and the 
sutferings of the people due to poverty, and dis 
ease and the destruction of Church property cause 
by the invasion of the Japanese in China and the 
bombs and incendiaries of the planes of the United 
States in Japan. In spite of these things Dr. Ful- 
ton stated that he was heartened by the stead- 
fastness of the native Christians whose faith had 
sustained them in the midst of the rigors of war. 
In China, Dr. Fulton said that the issue is sharply 
drawn between Christianity and communism an 
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nat the whole state of the world might easily 
umn on whether China is a Christian nation or 
ommunist. The speaker lamented the fact that in 


prea the Russians have set up an iron curtain — 


+ the 28th parallel of latitude and he believes that 
hey have an army of two hundred thousand men. 
The Communists are seeking to convert Korea. He 
oiced the belief that if Christianity has an oppor- 
unity in Korea it will make great progress. 


| Assembly’s Home Missions 


Dr. Claude H. Pritchard, Executive Secretary 
of the Assembly’s Committee of Home Missions 
cave the report of the activities of his commit- 
tee, He reminded the Assembly that the five years 
of the Home Missions Emergency Fund have now 
come to a close. He believed that this was a move- 
ment with cumulative effects, the results of which 
ean not be measured beyond certain limits at 
this time. This Home Mission Emergency Fund 
campaign has stirred our Church profoundly. The 
total amount raised during this five-year period 
came to $1,078,498.79. The Council from this fund 
made appropriations to 190 Home Mission projects 


undergirding the entire Home Mission structure of . 


the Church. 


The Assembly approved the Executive Commit- 
te’s recommendation to raise the salaries of all 
fully trained, full-time Home Mission workers 
to the following minimum standards: ordained mar- 
ried men, $2,400.00, and manse; ordained un- 
married men, $2,100.00 and manse; unmarried 
workers, $1,500.00. 


October 6-November 2 was designated as the 
time for our Churches to observe in the task of 


daiming America for Christ. A popular meeting — 


in the interest of the Committee on Home Missions 


was held Friday night, Dr. S. B. Lapsley, the Edu- ~ 


cational Secretary, was in charge of this program. 
He stressed the thought that in this work “the 


strength of the strong is brought to the help of the ~ 


weak,” 
| Christian Education And 


Ministerial Relief 


Dr. Wade H. Boggs, the Executive Seeretary 
of the Committee on Christian Education and Min- 


isterial Relief gave the report for the Committee. 
Among other things he pointed out the require- — 


ments for a ‘Presbyterian’ college and for an 
“Affiliated Presbyterian” College. 
qualify as a Presbyterian College the following 
requirements must be met: 


1. Two-thirds of the trustees of the institution 


are to be elected, nominated, or ratified by one 
or more presbyteries or synods of said church. 


2. The President or chief officer is to be a 


member of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


3. All regular members of the faculty are to - 
be active members of some evangelical Church, — 


the majority being Presbyterian. 


4. The college shall provide thorough courses 
in the Bible and shall require at least one of these 
for graduation. 


In order to qualify as an “Affiliated Presby-- 
rian” college in connection with the Presby- 
Church, U. S., the following requirements 


are to be met: | 


1, A majority of the trustees shall be members 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., or a majority 


In order to. 


of the trustees shall be elected, nominated or rati- 
— = one or more presbyteries or synods of said 
ehurch. 


2. The president or chief officer is to be a 
member of the ‘Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


3. All regular members of the faculty are to be 
active members of some evangelical Church. 


4. The college shall provide thorough courses 
in the Bible and shall require at least one of these 
for graduation. 


5. The college shall submit annually to the 
Executive Committee of Christian Education and 
Ministerial Relief full financial information on 
funds supplied by the Committee with a full 
audit if the Committee so desires. 


6. The college shall be fully accredited by the 


regional accrediting agency. 


A popular meeting in the interest of Christian 
Education and Ministerial Relief was held on Mon- 
day night. Dr. P. D. Miller, pastor of the First 
iPresbyterian Church of San Aantonio, Texas, was 


the principal speaker for this occasion. 


Religious Education 


And Publication 


The annual report of the Executive Committee 


of Religious Education and Publication was given 


by Dr. E, D. Grant. He reported a successful year 
and that the work in this department was definitely 
on the up-swing. He felt that men’s groups 
especially are swinging into action as never before. 
He noted the fact that there have been some 
staff changes during the year and among the 
changes was the retirement of Dr. Henry W. Mc- 
Laughlin, Director of Church and Sunday School 
Extension. No successor to Dr. McLaughlin has 
been named. | 


The treasurer’s report from this department — 
shows substautial gains in the special receipts for 


the past year, in spite of many obstacles to normal 


operations. Sales of books and periodicals during 
the past fiscal year set an all-time high reaching 


a total of $826,615.31. This exceeds by $127,- 


179.18 the sales of one year ago. 


The Assembly recommended that Rally Day be 
September 28, 1947, and that earnest efforts be 
made to double all previous Rally Day offerings. 


Women’s Work 


The Assembly regretted that Miss Janie Mc- 
Gaughey, the Secretary of Women’s Work, was 
unable to be present due to illness. Her report 
was given by Mrs. W. Murdock MacLeod, Assistant 
Secretary of Women’s Work. Mrs, MacLeod in- 
formed the Assembly that there are 2,692 local 
auxiliaries throughout our Church and that the 
past year has been marked by definite increases 
in almost every phase of our program of Women’s 
work. She gave a detailed report on how 225,700 
women of our Church sought to discharge their 
trusteeship as good stewards of the manifold grace 
of God. Among the _ significant evidences of 
progress was the expanded program of field work. 


Evangelism 


The Committee on Evangelism was encouraged 
by a number of happy experiences and some very 
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bright spots during the past year. This report 
stated: “Many of our ministers and laymén 
throughout our Church seem to be grasping the 
importance of this program which is primary and 
pre-eminent in the program of our _ beloved 
Church.” Visitation evangelism was emphasized 
during the past year. It has generated an enor- 
mous amount of enthusiasm in our work and it has 
been the means of enlisting many unchurched 
people for Christ and His Church. The records 
show that last year we received 23,121 new mem- 
bers on profession of faith. 


The Director of Evangelism, Dr. H. H. Thomp- 
son, has done a great work throughout our As- 
sembly. He has had much to do and has done his 
work well. 

The report of the Standing Committee on 
Evangelism was given by the Rev. Leslie H. Pat- 
terson. Dr. Thompson gave an inspirational mes- 
sage in connection with this report and the Rev. 
Ned Iverson of Pensacola and the Rev. Paul Jones 
of High Point, N. C., spoke on the importance of 
visitation evangelism during the new year. One of 
the significant things relative to this committee 
is that the Assembly recognized the need for a 


better place on the agenda of the Assembly. This 


is very important because it has usually been pre- 


sented at the tail-end of the Assembly’s proceed-. 


ings when Commissioners are tired and eager to 
go home. 
Defense Service Council | 

The Defense Service Council came into existence 
in the spring of 1941. Its activities have been ably 
directed by Dr. Dan T. Caldwell. It has served 
chaplains, veterans’ administration. veterans in 
colleges and universities, and given assistance to 
churches in camp areas. : 


The Ad Interim report on the Defense Council 
appointed to study the work of the Council made 
a number of recommendations. These recommen- 
dations included the discontinuation of the Coun- 
cil as of July, 1947, and that the Executive Com- 
mittee of Religious Education and Publication be 
designated as the agency to administer and super- 
vise the work under the name of the Defense 
Service Department. 


The Assembly set apart the first Sunday in De- 
cember for the observance of Bible Sunday and a 
more serious consideration of a fruitful use of 
the Bible among our people and its wider circu- 
lation among the nations of the world. The As- 
sembly adopted the sum of $50,000.00 as an annual 
allocation to the American Bible Society as our 
reasonable share in their five-year program. Dr. 
Frank H. Mann of New York outlined the needs 
of this cause, | 


Co-Operation And Union 


The knotty problems connected with union with 
the Northern Church were referred to the Foreign 
Relations Committee. The Assembly received the 
Plan of Union for study and comment during the 
year 1947. This Plan is to be sent down to the 
eighty-seven presbyteries for study, comment, and 
criticism only. The Assembly requested the min- 
isters throughout the Church to instruct the of- 
ficers and people as to the contents of the Plan, 
in order that they may be better informed. The 
Stated Clerk was authorized to send a copy of the 
Plan to every minister and clerk of session and 
to make available such additional copies to be 
distributed to such officers and members as may 
apply for them. 


Among the recommendations was one that the 
Assembly send the Plan down without expressiny 
either approval or disapproval of the Plan 4 
Union. Dr. Ogden, the Chairman of the Committ 
on Union strenuously objected to this recomme, 
dation. Spirited debate ensued in regard to thi 
statement. The majority of the Assembly felt tha 
this was a fair statement to both sides and thy 
the Plan should be submitted to the presbyterig 
without approval or disapproval to prevent ¢). 
fusion, The Assembly voted down the protest 
Dr. Ogden and others who supported this viey,. 


The overture of Central Mississippi Presbytery 
with reference to an amendment of the Book o 
Church Order for the protection of property }y 
Churches not desiring to enter the union wa 
answered in the negative by the Foreign Relation 
Committee but a substitute was passed after co. 
siderable debate to refer this matter to the pre. 
byteries. It is to go to the presbyteries along with 
the Plan of Union for study and recommendations, 


Dr. Ogden told the Assembly that this matte 
had been taken care of satisfactorily during the 
joint committee’s meeting in Cincinnati. Dr. Wil. 
bur Cousar, Pastor of the Central Presbyterian 
Church of Chattanooga, Tenn., and a member of 
the Permanent Committee on Union and Cooper: 
tion representing the Synod of Appalachia was 
present and gave a very different picture than the 
one presented by Dr. Ogden. Among other things 
Dr. Cousar declared, ‘“‘The Permanent Committee 
on Cooperation and Union has presented to the 
Church in connection with the Plan of Union a 
concession on the property rights of the local 
congregation whereby each congregation can by 
a three-fourths vote of those present on a given 
Sunday withdraw with their property in the event 
they do not desire to enter the reunited Church. 
This is the result of an able presentation of the 
matter to the Committee by Dr. G. T. Gillespie, 
President of Belhaven College. His plan, however, 
provided for the protection of the property rights 
of presbyteries and synods that did not wish to 
unite with the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. To be 
perfectly fair, it was an able plan providing for 
arbitration by designated persons. representing 
all interested parties. This plan was fought every 
inch of the way by those who desire to carry all 
of the property into the union. Only by dint of 
the utmost perseverance on the part of the mi 
nority of two persons was this accomplished. 
Therefore that which the Committee offered to 
the Church was only a fragment of that which 
was plead for by Dr. Gillespie and Dr. Cousar. 


“Let us not forget that Presbyterians can never 
be coerced. Let us do that which is fair by pro- 
tecting all the property interests not only of con- 
gregations but of presbyteries and synods as well. 
Let us go on to make these concessions which are 
emminently fair and just,” 


The Federal 


Majority and minority reports were submitted 
on the subject of the Federal Council. The ma- 
jority report refused to submit the matter of re 
maining in the Council to the presbyteries. The 
minority report presented by Ruling Elder Chal- 
mers W. Alexander, Jr., of Jackson, Miss., was 
adopted. The original form of the minority re 
port carried certain reasons for being oppose 
to the Council. Later Dr. J. P. McCallie asked 

(Continued on Page 25) 


June_ 


Th 
the 1 
Audit 
Mrs. 
tion 
its 
prises 
As 
had 
it ce 
Ande 
supp¢ 
comf 
testi 
Ande 
they 
In 
of t 
guis 
At 
build 
The 
few 
with 
ment 
Ande 
at a 
coulc 
by 
dolla 
W 
beco 
gave 
pers¢ 
who 
a er 
ever 
not 
enla 
to i 
cent 
deno 
of 
the 
treat 
Gen 
prov 
ever 
Bibl 
I 
and 
with 
Edu 
as 
poss 
Wort 
priv 


june 16, 1947 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 


Appreciation Of Dr. And 
Mrs. R. C. Anderson 


The following paper presented by the Directors of the Mountain Retreat Association 
and read by Dr. Homer McMillan, of Atlanta, Ga., was unanimously adopted by 
the eighty-seventh General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S., meet- 
ing in Montreat, N. C., for the closing session on Tuesday evening, June 3, 1947. 


The members of the General Assembly, and 


the many visitors and friends, meeting in the 
Auditorium which bears their name, salute Dr. and 
Mrs. R. C. Anderson with affection and apprecia- 
tion for the notable service to their Church and 
its world wide educational and missionary enter- 
prises. 


As was said of Sir Christopher Wren, that one 
had only to look about to see his monument, so 
it can be said of Dr. Anderson, and of Mrs. 
Anderson, who has shared his vision and ably 
supported his efforts. These spacious grounds, 
emfortable hotels, conference facilities, and 
magnificent auditorium, constitute the highest. 


testimony to the life and service of Dr. and Mrs. — 


Anderson to their Church and to the Master who 
they love. 


In 1911 Dr. Anderson came to the Presidency | 


of the Mountain Retreat Association from a distin- 
guished pastorate in Gastonia, North Carolina. 
At that time Montreat was in its infancy. The 
buildings were: few and of a temporary character. 
The roads were mountain trails. There were but 
few conveniences. The Association was burdened 
with debt, and there were no funds for develop- 
ment. It is said that before the coming of Dr. 
Anderson, this splendid property now estimated 


at a value of more than three million dollars, | 


could have been lost to the Presbyterian Church 
7. the failure to provide seventy-five hundred 
ollars. 


With a conviction of what Montreat might 
become in the life of the Church, Dr. Anderson 
gave, not only his efforts, but generously of- his 


personal means, He enlisted the support of others | 


who shared his faith. Quietly, with the objective of 
a great meeting place for the people of our Church 
ever before him, and with a purpose that would 
not be denied, he began to build. Year after year 
enlargements were made, and Montreat was brought 
to its present position as a Church conference 
center unsurpassed by that of any other Christian 
denomination in this country. With the completion 
of the new hotel, in which effort every member of 
the Presbyterian Church will want to share, Mon- 


treat will be able to care for the meetings of the 


General Assembly in the greatest comfort, and 
provide more adequately for the thousands who 
every summer wish to come to Montreat for the 
Bible conference and missionary gatherings. 3 


In Dr. Anderson’s plan for a greater Montreat, 
and its largest spiritual contribution to the Church, 
with the approval of the General Assembly an 
Educational work was opened in 1916. Beginning 
a8 a High School, this Institution which makes 
possible a Christian training for hundreds of 
worthy girls who otherwise would be denied this 
privilege, has developed into a four year college. 


' Mrs. Anderson of a 


It has operated without expense to the Mountain 
Retreat Association, largely thru the beneficence 


of Dr. and Mrs. Anderson. In the few years of its 


existence more than 2,000 young women have gone 
from this Christian school into places of usefulness. 
Montreat College has fully demonstrated its worth, 
and the Church is grateful that its service is to be 


enlarged and strengthened by the continued in- 


terest and beneficence of Dr. and Mrs. Anderson 
and the friends of the college who share their 
vision. 


When we recall the service of Montreat to the 
multitudes who have come to these assembly 
grounds, these thirty-five years for recreation, 
Christian fellowship, and a knowledge of the ever 
widening bounds of Christ’s Kingdom, we realize 
in some measure what has been wrought by the 
unselfish ministry of this Servant of the Church, 
and the Elect Lady who shared his purpose and 
zeal, and rejoice that God called them to this place 
of vantage and opportunity. | 


_ As Dr. Anderson retires from the position which 
he has occupied so long and in which he has served 
so well, and the affairs of the Association and all 
the accomplishments of the years are passed on 
to the one who has been chosen to assume these 


large responsiblities, 


The Directors of the Mountain Retreat Associa- 
tion recommend: 


That the General Assembly assure Dr. and 
deep appreciation on the part 
of the entire Church for their notable service, and 
of lasting gratitude for the unstinted generosity 
which has characterized their labors in making 
Montreat an institution in which the whole Church 
ean take pride, and which future generations can 
use in grateful memory. 


By the Directors of : 

The Mountain Retreat Association, 

J. Rupert McGregor, President, 

T. H. Spence, Jr., Secretary. 


WHICH ROAD AND WHITHER 
By Vernon W. Patterson 


This article, which appeared in the May 1, 1947, 
issue of The Journal, was so enthusiastically re- 
ceived that it is being reprinted in booklet form, 
16 pages and art cover. These are available at 5c 
each or four dollars per hundred postpaid. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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Hath Sworn 


By Rev. J. B. Green, D.D. 


Being the sermon of the retiring moderator of the eighty-sixth General Assembly 
and delivered at the opening session of the eighty-seventh session of the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, U. 8S., in Anderson Auditorium, Montreat, 
N. C., Thursday evening, May 29, 1947, at 7:30 o'clock. Dr. Green has just re- 
tired as Professor of Doctrinal Theology at Columbia Theological Seminary, De- 
catur, Ga. However, he has not retired from active service to the Seminary and the 
Church, as he has consented to act as full-time Professor of Homiletics 
until his successor in this chair may be procured. 


(Texts: Ps. 110:4; Ps. 132:11.) 


Last July it was my privilege to preach to the 
women of our Church in conference here at Mon- 
treat. My text then was, “God Hath Spoken.” It 
is now my privilege to preach to you, ministers 
and elders representing our whole Church, and my 
text is, “God Hath Sworn.’”’ If I had another op- 
portunity to speak to a representative assembly in 
this place, and I am not suggesting, I should like 
to use as my text, “God Hath Done It.” “God 
Hath Spoken,” “God Hath Sworn,” “God Hath 
‘Done It’; what texts these are for a trilogy of 
messages of incomparable significance and scope. 
“God hath spoken,” that is affirmation; “God hath 
sworn,” that is confirmation; “God hath done it,”’ 
that is execution. What He said and what He 
swore, He hath performed. 


The words, “God Hath Spoken,” occur repeat- 
edly in the sacred record, and so do the words, 
“God Hath Sworn.” Yet, I have never heard or 
seen a sermon on either of these texts. In Genesis, 
in Exodus, in Deuteronomy, in I Samuel, in Psalms, 
in Isaiah, in Jeremiah, in Amos, in Acts, and in 
Hebrews, it is written that the Lord hath sworn. 
If the words, “God Hath Spoken,” should arrest 
and command instant attention, how much more 
the words, “God Hath Sworn!’’ For surely the oath 
of the Eternal is ultimate for emphasis and au- 
thority. I shall present the subject of God’s oath 
under four heads. 


I. To Whom God Hath Sworn, Noah was the 
first man to whom God made promise with an 


oath. It is not said in the Genesis narrative that 


God confirmed His promise to that patriarch with 
an oath. But that He did so is inferred from 
Isaiah 54:9, where the Lord says: “I have sworn 
that the waters of Noah shall no more go over the 
earth.” The time of the oath was the time of the 
covenant transaction with that second father of 
the human race. 


Abraham is the first man of whom it is definitely © 


said that God swore to him. That solemn assertion — 


was made on Mount Moriah, and is recorded in 
Genesis, twenty-second chapter, the climactic chap- 
ter of that book, the chapter of trial and triumph, 
of obedience and oblation. The angel of the Lord 
called unto Abraham out of heaven, and said: “I 
have sworn that in blessing I will bless thee.” 


The second man to be thus honored, the third if 
we reckon from Noah, was David. “I have made a 


covenant with my chosen, I have sworn unto David 
my servant.” Ps. 99:3. “Jehovah hath sworn unto 
David in truth; he will not turn from it.” Ps 
132:11. The fourth in the list of distinguished 
names concerning whom God has _ sworn is the 
mysterious Partner of Jehovah’s throne, who js 
called David’s Lord in the famous 110th Psalm, 
The reference of course is to great David's 
Greater Son. At the fourth verse is this peculiarly 
solemn asseveration: “Jehovah hath sworn, and 
will not repent; thou art a priest forever after the 
order of Melchizedek.”’ 


These are the great personages to whom God 
has confirmed His Word with an oath. They were 
epochal men, To Jerusalem also, to Zion, to His 
people Israe] God has been pleased to bind Hin- 
self with an oath. He hath sworn not only in His 


goodness but also in His wrath. Twenty or more- 


passages record or refer to the oaths of the Lord, 
oaths of patient love or punitive judgment. 


II. By What God Hath Sworn. The author of 
Hebrews says: ‘‘Men swear by the greater.” But 


“when God made promise to Abraham, since He. 


could swear by none greater, He sware by Him- 
self. Heb. 6:13,16. “By myself have I sworn,” 1s 
the language of Gen. 22:15. At Jer. 44:26, Je 
hovah says: “Behold, I have sworn by my great 
name.” To swear by His name is the same as to 
swear by Himself. For His name stands for Hin- 
self, for all that He has manifested Himself to be. 
In Ps. 89:35, the Lord says: “Once have I sworn 
by my holiness.” Swearing by His holiness is not 
different from swearing by His name, For holiness 
is His name, because holiness is His nature. Sings 
the Psalmist: “He hath sent redemption unto his 
people; he hath commanded his covenant forever: 
holy and reverend is his name,” Ps. 111:9. The 
refrain of Ps. 99, thrice repeated is “Holy is He, 


suggesting the trisagion of the seraphim in the. 


prophet’s vision: “Holy, holy, holy, is Jehovah of 
hosts.”” So when God swears by His holiness it 1s 
as if He swore by His name or by Himself. 


At Is. 62:8 is this powerful oath: “Jehovah hath 
sworn by his right hand, and by the arm of his 
strength.” The finger of the Lord is a feeble sy™- 
bol of His strength; His right hand is a stronger! 
symbol, and the arm of His strength is the might- 
iest symbol of His power. It is a favorite metaphor 
of the poets and prophets: the arm of His strength; 
the arm that redeems; the holy arm; the glorious 
arm; the bared arm of God. Who among us has 


-not longed and prayed for the vision of His arm 
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pared and upraised in almighty and irresistible 
ction in these days of triumphant wickedness? 
To swear by His right hand or arm of His strength 
‘to swear by the plentitude of His power, is to 


sources of omnipotence. But since His sovereign 


‘might is the resultant of all that He is, swearing 


by His right hand or the arm of His strength is 


‘not different from swearing by His name or by 


Himself. 


The most frequent form of the divine oath is: 
“As I live, saith Jehovah.” He thus swears by His 


life. If His word should fail of fulfilment His life 


‘would be forfeit. ‘“‘As certainly as I live, as I con- 


tinue to live, the thing that I say shall be done.” 


So in answer to the question, By What Hath 
God Sworn, you may say: By Himself, His name, 
His holiness, His power, His life—by all that con- 
stitutes His being, and goes forth in His action, 
by His infinite, inalienable, and eternal Godhood. 
Would anything less have been worthy of God or 
been sufficient for the end in view? No, He might 


have sworn by the hills and the mountains, or by © 


the heavens, and the earth; but that would not 
have been enough for Him or for us men who out- 
live the hills and the heavens. Immortal man needs 
a better guarantee than these material standards 
of stability and permanence. They had a begin- 
ning and they shall have an end. So in order to lay 


aground of assurance absolute, to make security 


infinitely secure, He swore by Himself, thus put- 
ting beneath His word Reality, uncreated, original, 
absolute, and final Reality. Even to such length 
has the Lord our God gone to accommodate Him- 
self to our necessities, 


II]. What God Hath Sworn. An inquiry of pe- 


culiar interest and importance. The answer can 
easily be ascertained by examining the contents 


of His oaths. Jehovah’s earliest oath—that to 
Noah—included two great promises: 1. The uni- 
formity of nature, that is, the regularity of the 


seasons. In Gen. 8:22 is this assurance: ‘While the. 


earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, cold and 
heat, summer and winter, and day and night, shall 
not cease.” 2. Exemption from repetition of the 
flood. “And God said ... the waters shall no more 


become a flood to destroy all flesh.” Gen. 9:12,15. 


This covenant with Noah was fundamental to 


the later covenant with Abraham. For without the 
uniformity of nature and the preservation of the 
world and of the race God’s purpose of grace 
would have lacked conditions for its unfolding, 


which required generations of men and centuries 


of time. 


Jehovah’s promise to Abraham in Gen. twelfth 
chapter includes three articles: a land, a seed, and 
a blessing through the seed to all families of the 
earth, His oath to that patriarch recorded in Gen. 


twenty-second chapter has reference to the second | 


and third of these articles, namely, the seed and 
the blessing through the seed. “In blessing I will 


bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy — 


seed-as the stars of the heavens, and as the sand 
upon the seashore ... and in thy seed shall all the 
lations of the earth be blessed.” Vs. 17,18. 


The Lord’s oath to David was in the interest of 
the oath-supported promise to Abraham. Just what 
Was the divine oath to David? “I have sworn unto 
David my servant: Thy seed will I establish for- 


edge to the performance of His word all the re- 


ever, and build up thy throne to all generations.” 


Ps. 89:3-4. The promise to Abraham and the pro- 
mise to David are virtually the same. For the seed 
of Abraham and the son of David are one and the 
same person, This promise, repeatedly given and 
sworn to, God has kept and is still keeping. 


In multiplying He has multiplied the seed of 
Abraham, until for number they are as the stars 
and as the sand. For 2,000 years ago, Abraham’s 
seed became David’s son, and from that day to this 
the kingdom has been upon His shoulder. Of the 
increase of His government and of peace there 
shall be no end. To Him God has said and is say- 
ing: “Ask of me, and I will give thee the heathen 
for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of 
the earth for thy possession.” Ps. 2:8. One of the 
motives and one of the aims of foreign missions is 
to share the blessings of Abraham’s seed, David’s 


.son, with all mankind. The great assurance at Gen. 


22:18 is of one spirit and scope with the Great 
Commission in Matt. 28:19. 


Have you considered that foreign missions has 
the backing of God’s oath? Will the missionary 
enterprise ever fail? It is as certain to succeed as 
God’s oath is of fulfilment. God hath sworn—let 
the nations hear it, and let the Church remember 
it—God hath sworn to give the blessings of the 
gospel to all the families of the earth. And despite 
the indifference and opposition of men in any 
given generation His zeal will perform this. If any 
God abideth faithful; He cannot deny 
timself. 


These are the principal examples of God’s swear- 
ing: the oath to Noah that the earth should be uni- 
form and regular in its seasons and processes; to 
Abraham that he should become the father of 
many nations; to David that his son under the 
double title of Priest-King, should redeem and rule 
the world forever. Not one of these oaths has 


failed; they are in process of fulfilment now. 


There are other oaths subordinate and ancillary 
to the principal ones. One glorious for spirit and 


scope is found at Isa. 45:22-23: “Look unto me, 


and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth... By 
myself have I sworn, the word has gone forth 
from my mouth in righteousness, and shall not re- 
turn, that unto me every knee shall bow, every 
tongue shall swear.” Another is Isa. 54:9-10: “As 
I have sworn that the waters of Noah shall no more 
go over the earth, so have I sworn that I will not 
be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee, For the moun- 
tains may depart, and the hills be removed; but 
my lovingkindness shall not depart from thee, nei- 
ther shall my covenant of peace be removed, saith 
Jehovah that hath mercy on thee.” Both these 
oaths have reference to the gathering and security 
of God’s people. How safe is the Church of the 
Living God? How secure is the salvation of saints? 
As safe and secure as the oath of the God of truth 
and might can make them! 


There are two other oaths that are aimed at the 
party of the opposition. At Isa. 14:24-27 is an 
oath of extraordinary fulness and finality. “Je- 
hovah of hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely, as I 
have thought, so shall it come to pass; and as I 
have purposed, so shall it stand: that I will break 
the Assyrian in my land, and upon my mountains 
tread him under foot ... This is the purpose that 
is purposed upon the whole earth; and this is the 
hand that is stretched out upon all the nations. 
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For Jehovah of hosts has purposed, and who shall 
annul it?” This oath is against the open enemies 
of God’s people, past, present, and future. 


There is one in Num. 14 and in Psalm 95 which 


is directed against the false friends of God and > 


religion, those who having professed faith and 
loyalty fall away in unbelief and transgression: 
“As I live, and as the earth shall be filled with 
the glory of Jehovah because all these men that 
have seen my glory, and my signs, which I did 
in Egypt and in the wilderness, yet have tempted 
me these ten times, and have not harkened to my 
voice; surely they shall not see the land which I 
sware unto their fathers.’’ Vs. 21-23. ‘‘Wherefore 
I swear in my wrath, that they should not enter 
into my rest.” Ps. 95:11. 


O you of the contrary part, are you here? Think 
you to bring to nought the counsel and oath of 
God? Or to escape the sentence of His wrath? 
You shall not succeed in your opposition, nor 
escape the penalty of your disobedience. The oath 
of the All-faithful is against you. Except you re- 
pent, you shall be excluded from His peace, and 
included under His wrath. And you who prophesy 
evil of the Church, saying that it has had its day, 
and is on the way out; you who misread the signs 
of the times need to re-read and read aright the 
word of Him who said of His chosen Servant: ‘‘He 
will not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set 


justice in the earth; and the isles shall wait for — 


his law.” Isa. 42:3. *‘God is not a man, that he 
should lie ... Hath he said, and will he not do it? 
Or hath he spoken, and will he not make it good?”’ 
Num. 23:19. 


IV. What was the Design and Intended Effect 
of the Divine Oath? The answer is found in Heb. 
6:13-18. This is the classic passage on the oath of 
God. It states the fact of the oath and the in- 
tended effect of the oath. Why did God swear to 
Abraham? to David? Two words in Hebrews an- 
swers the question. One is ‘“‘confirmation.” ‘‘Men 
swear by the greater and in every dispute of theirs 
the oath is final for confirmation.” That is, the 
oath is the last resource, and should put an end to 
all gainsaying, to all contention. “Wherein,” that 
is, this being the case among men, “God being 
minded to show more abundantly unto the heirs of 
the promise the immutability of his counsel or 
purpose, interposed with an oath.’”? Here are the 
heirs of the promise and there is God affirming, 
and here is God intervening, mediating between 
Himself and men with an oath; as if He affirm- 
ing were less than Himself swearing. The point 
is this: As with men, so with God, the oath is final 
for confirmation. If that does not inspire confi- 
dence, produce assurance, then assurance cannot 
be given, confidence cannot be created. . 


The other word which expresses the intended 
effect of the oath is encouragement, “strong en- 
couragement” is the phrase: “That by two im- 


mutable things, in which it is impossible for God 


to lie, we may have strong encouragement.’”’ As in 
the phrase, ‘“‘more abundantly,’”’ so in the phrase, 
“strong encouragement,” more is meant than is 
expressed: encouragement in superlative degree, 
the highest degree possible from’ God to man. 


To this end God employs two immutables, in 
which it is impossible for God to lie. What are the 
two immutables? His word of affirmation, and His 
oath of confirmation. In the preceding verse is 


named another immutable — the immutability 
His counsel or purpose, Have we not here thre 
immutables: His immutable promise, His immy, 
able purpose, His immutable oath, one above ». 
other? His immutable promise rests on His immy. 
able purpose, these two immutables being by, 
tressed and established by His immutable oath:, 
foundation for hope and comfort threefold in it 
depth, solidity, and permanence. 


God has done His best to create confidence jy 
His Word, to beget assurance of salvation. Is His 
best not good enough for us? “What more can hy 
say than to you he hath said, You who unto Jes 
for refuge have fled?” 


My brethren, when tempted to doubt, to be dis. 
couraged, remember the immutables, three of 
them, each alone sufficient to sustain the fy 
weight of our immortal interests; what shall we 
say of the sufficiency of the three combined? R.. f the 
member the immutables, then remember anj Me” 


cherish the grand “impossible,” namely, that God _ 
should lie. Let us go forward with this business of His 0 
preaching the Gospel, of extending the borders of i g 


the kingdom of righteousness and peace,. ever co. 
working with Him of whom it is written, that He We 
will not fail nor be discouraged till He have se 
justice in the earth. Until God is defeated or dis. 
couraged, we need not be. The battle is His. “This I jens 
day the noise of battle, the next the victor's “A bi 


for tl 
In closing, I pass on to you Jehovah’s charge to = 
Joshua: “Be strong and of good courage; for thou I wn 


shalt, cause this people to inherit the land which! & jo1 
swear unto their fathers to give them. Only be P 

strong and very courageous, to observe to do all Go 
the law (that is, the whole will of God). This book He ¥ 
of the law—of the will of God—shall not depart the 
out of thy mouth, but thou shalt meditate therein Scrip 
day and night, that thou mayest observe to do ac: IM the 1 
cording to all that is written therein; for then & gwol] 
thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then “The 
thou shalt have good success, Have not | wali 
commanded thee? Be_ strong and of good youn; 
courage ... for Jehovah thy God is with thee I (oq. 
whithersoever thou goest.” weak 


“‘God hath spoken.” “God hath sworn.” Do we eg 
not yet. believe that He will keep His word and neopl 
perform His oath? Are we still of doubtful mind?  ;,)), 
The Lord forgive our unbelief, the Lord increase & ehyr 
our faith. Amen. 
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What God Wants His 


Church To Be 


By Rev. R. A. Lapsley, Jr., D.D. 


This sermon was delivered by Dr. Lapsley at the morning service at the meeting of 
the General Assembly in Anderson Auditorium, Montreat, N. C., on 
- Sunday, June 1, 1947, at 11:00 A.M. Dr. Lapsley is pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Roanoke, Va. 


(Reading: Psalm 84.) 


Text: Rev. 20:28. “A bride adorned for her 


husband.” James 5:14. “Let him call for the elders 
of the church.” Acts 2:47. “The Lord added to the 
church daily such as should be saved.” Acts 20:28. 
“The church of God which He hath purchased with 
His own blood.’”? Matthew 16:18. “My church: and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 


Wouldn’t it be wonderful in these breath-taking 
times if God would tell us exactly what He 
wants His church to be? But hasn’t He told us? 
Isn't He telling us in these verses that form my text: 
“A bride adorned for her husband.’’ “Let him call 
for the elders of the church.”’ “The Lord added to 


the church daily such as should be saved.” “The | 


church of God which He hath purchased with His 
own blood.” “My Church; and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it.” 


God told His people in the Old Testament what — 


He wanted His church to be. There are phases in 


the 84 Pgalm, read just a moment ago as the. 


Scripture ‘Lesson, that linger in our memories like 


the music of evening bells, —‘“‘How lovely are thy 


dwellings!” God wanted His Church to be lovely. 
‘The sparrow hath found an house and the 
swallow a nest for herself where she may lay her 
young, even thine altars, O Lord, my king and my 
God.” God wanted. his church to be a home for the 
weak and the homeless. “I had rather be a door- 


keeper in the house of my God than to dwell in 


the tents of the wickedness.”’ God wants His 
people to be active in the work of His church. God 


tells us in the Old Testament what He wants His — 


church to be. 


God tells us in the New Testament what He 
As an artist dips his 


wants His church to be. 
brush in different colors, blending them together 
upon the canvas to make a composite whole, a 
great painting—so in the New Testament, the 
Divine Artist gathers the thoughts 


colored by his own personality, but guided and 


controlled by the Holy Spirit, to make a composite — 


whole, a great picture, a picture of what God wants 

His church to be. 

Let 

1, John thought of the church as A Beautiful 

Church. John was the disciple whom Jesus loved. 


He was nearer to the heart of Christ, nearer to the 
Sirit of Jesus Christ than any of the other 


lisciples, His view of the church should mean much ~ 


0 us. John put his thought of the church this 
Way, “A bride adorned for her husband.” What 


of different 
witers—John, James, Luke, Paul, Christ—each, 


us look for a few moments at this divine 


_. @ beautiful phrase to apply to the church! Brides 


are always beautiful. How many times have you 
heard, ‘‘Wasn’t she a beautiful bride?’? Have you 
ever heard, “‘Wasn’t she an ugly bride?” You 
never have—you never will! Women are more 
beautiful on their wedding day than on any other 
day in their life. 3 


I know a home where there is one child, a 


daughter. For years the parents of this girl have 


hung on the walls of their living room her picture. 
There was a time in her life when she objected 
strenuously to these pictures, She disliked the idea 
of having her face plastered all over the walls. 
If you have a daughter you will understand! I’ll 
admit there are a good many pictures. I counted 
19 to be exact. They begin with a tiny baby in 
her mother’s arms. There is a picture taken for 
her High School Annual. There is a picture in her 
college cap and gown. The .last picture is one in 
which she is holding her own child. But the most 
beautiful of all of the pictures and the one that 
means most to these parents is the picture of that 
girl in her wedding gown, “a bride adorned for 
her husband.” 


That tells us that God wants His church to be 
beautiful. He wants the building to be beautiful. 
No congregation need ever fear that they have 
spent too much on a church building. The only 
time that God gave directions for the building of 
a church, it was just as perfect as money and 


skilled labor and silver and gold and precious 


stones and scarlet and purple and fine linen could 
make it! He wants the building to be beautiful. 


But even more does He want the church itself, 
the congregation to be beautiful. A congregation 
of Christian people should be attractive, magnetic, 
a place where people love to go; where they love 
to fellowship, and where they love to stay. There 
should be ‘something about a church different 
from a circus, or a country club, or a convention, 


or a Senate. There should be in a church an 


inner light like the light that shines from the 
happy soul of a bride on her wedding day. “A 
bride adorned for her husband!’ 


God wants His church to be beautiful! 


II. James thought of the church as A Ministering 
Church. James was a practical apostle, He had a 
business head. He looked at things from a utili- 
tarian point of view. He probably said, “I believe 
in a practical religion, a religion that affects a 


man’s everyday life.” And we, who are- practical 


folk, should be interested in James’ view of the 
church. James put his thought of the church this 
way, “‘Let him call for elders of the church.” That 
is a picture of a ministering church, a church that 
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ministers to the physical needs of men. (“anointing God wants His church to be a_ ministerin a 
him with oil in the of the church, this, 
to the spiritual needs of men (“if he have com- Ee 
mitted sins they shall be forgiven him’’). __ lI. Luke thought of the church as An Evangg, ta 
istic and Missionary Church. Luke was a physician bse 
God wants His church to minister to the He had all the sympathy of a family doctor, anj i ° 
physical needs of men. This will include his social all the passion for accuracy that characterizes th Le 
needs. Those needs have never been needed more scientists. What he says comes to us in this scien. & set-u 
than they are today. They re food _. —— tific age, with special force and meaning. empl 
and clothing and healing and housing and freedom belie 
from It is deeply significant that in our this bapt 
Savior’s account of the last judgment He makes our shouia be saved.” That meant. I chink, a fe the 
response to these needs the tests of our disciple- join 
ship. Those on His right hand are those who feed Savior: b 
the hungry, give water to the thirsty, homes to gg God’ 
the homeless, clothing to the naked, healing to the h thi, cesltentil : t] d aways, BE sove 
sick, sympathy to those in prison. And I see no way Com 
these needs can be met except by the church. Lord shucek dail ok —th 
Isn’t that what our church was feeling after when should be aaved.’” y Se signi 
the last Assembly created a Committee on Chris- ‘ ne is m 
tian Relations? Isn’t that what the Madras Con- That will include a certain type of preaching, for | 
ference had in mind when it wrote, “In all what the first preaching mission called “preaching | 
humility and penitence we are constrained to de- for a verdict,” presenting the gospel message in IT 
clare to a baffled and needy world that the Chris- such a way that those who hear it are forced to una 
tian Church under God is its greatest hope.” make a choice and reach a decision. tg 
God wants His church to minister to the spiritual That will include a definite evangelistic program, J Met! 
needs of men, These needs are more important a program that suits the needs and the nature of said, 
than his physical and social. The greatest need the local church. It may mean an old type evangel @ to ¢ 
of our day is the need of God. That is being said istic meeting, giving the invitation. There are 100 | 
over and over again by men in every walk of life, places where such meetings bring rich results, It @ sive 
in every line of endeavor. It was said a few years may mean the new type of visitation of evangelism, theo 
ago by Mary Pickford. She wrote a book which God is blessing this type of evangelism in a way sre 
she called “Why Not Try God?” It was said that is truly thrilling. It means that the church @ alres 
recently by Mr. Henry H. Luce, brilliant editor of recognizes that men without Christ are living in JH life. 
LIFE. He said, “The most important thing in the hell in this life and bound for hell in the life to Mj 4g 
world is to bring the world to a knowledge of | come. The severest criticism ever made in my ‘ 
God and a knowledge of His word.” It was said ministry was the remark of a young man, who 
recently to a preacher friend of mine whose played on our basket-ball team, and became in- 
automobile broke down in a little village in terested in our Sunday School. After ¢ MOEnINg 
Louisiana by an automobile mechanic. He said, service at which no invitation had beef given he 
“The greatest need of the world is to come back said to me, “Will you tell me how I can break 
to God.” into this Church? I want to join.”’ The Anglican G 
Church Commission has given us a fine definition BH chy, 
A Methodist minister, Dr. Frank Mason, was of Evangelism, “To present Christ Jesus in the 
very much interested in the tragic problems of the power of the Holy Spirit, that men shall come V 
poor and under-privileged of our great cities. He to put their trust in God through Him, to accept Mj Chu 
was city bred and born, and his ministerial life Him as their Savior and serve Him as their King @ pass 
was in our greatest city, New pork. He was in fellowship with His church.” He 
reparing a sermon one day on the text, “Go ye on a 
aos the highways.” He wake of the great traffic That will also include the _church’s recognition Mj “My 
intersections in the big cities of the world, Charing of iis missionary obligation. Have you ever heard this 
Cross in London, and Times Square in New York. of a church that gave so much to missions it had not 
And he wrote a hymn about the great cities, where nothing to spend on itself? You never will! A was 
crowded streets cross one another, where little missionary church always is a live church, 4@ life 
children play on the sidewalks and where people generous church, a growing church. We dare not i who 
live in poverty and want. fail in these days of unparallelled confusion and @ one 


| world-wide spiritual need to magnify our oe app) 
Where sound the cries of “Po and clan, “The church that is not headed for the ends of MM the 
Above the noise of selfish strife, the earth is headed for the grave yard.” who 
We hear thy voice, Oh, Son of Man. : ae 
| God wants His church to be an evangelistic and Mand 


In haunts of wretchedness and need, missionary church. 


On shadowed thresholds dark with fears, IV. Paul thought of the church as a Redeemed th 
From paths where hide the lures of greed, Church. Paul was the thinker of the New Testa @ attit 
We catch the vision of Thy tears. ment. He was the philosopher of the apostles. He apo! 

: at he thought of the church is of s host 

interest to us who emphasize the intellectual. Paul Chr 
“ pexeoogeiche _—_ put his thought of the church this way, The @ not 

Yet long these multitudes to see, church of God which He hath purchased with His @ “py 


The sweet compassion of Thy face.” own blood.” In Paul’s view the most important 
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quality in the church was its recognition and 
experience of the fact of redemption. That means 
this, churches that put the cross at the center of 
their program and preaching are vital and vigorous. 
Churches that let other things crowd out and 
obscure the cross are barren and sterile. 


Let us be profoundly thankful that the whole. 


set-up of our church lends itself to a supreme 
emphasis upon the cross. We say in our creed, — 
believe in the forgiveness of sins.”” When we 
baptize our children we declare “their need of 
the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ.’”’” When we 
join the church upon profession of faith, we 
“acknowledge that we are sinners, justly deserving 


God’s displeasure and without hope save in His 


sovereign mercy.” And when we come to the 
Communion Table of our Lord, as we will shortly 
—the most tender, the most touching, the most 


significant service of our religion, we say, ‘This. 


ig my blood of the New Covenant, which is shed 
for many, for the remission of sins.” 


I may not quote him accurately, for I have been tg 


unable to put my hands on it, but years ago I 
read a statement made by Mr. Sherwood Eddy, to 
the first National Laymen’s Convention of the 
Methodist Church in New York City. Mr. Eddy 
said, in substance, “I would not cross the street 
to carry India a new religion; India already has 
too many religions. I would not cross the street to 
give China a new theology. China already has more 
theology than she needs. I would not cross the 
street to give Japan a new Code of Ethics. Japan 
already has a far better ethical code than ethical 
life. But I would go around the world again and 
again to tell India and China and Japan that: 


“There is a fountain filled with blood, 
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins, 3 
And sinners plunged beneath that flood, . 
Lose all their guilty stains.” 
God wants His church to be a redeemed 
church. 


V. Christ thought of the church as A _ Victorious 
Church. I like to remember whenever I read this 
passage that Christ called the church “My Church.” 
He never said, so far as we know, ‘My country,” 
or “my town,” or “my family,” but He did say, 


“My Church.” Christ put His thought of the church © 


this way, ‘““My church: and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it.” His thought of the church 
was quite different from that of Voltaire whose 
life was one long sneer against Christianity and 
who boasted that what it took twelve men to build 
one man would destroy and who predicted the 
approaching dissolution of the church. His thought 


of the church was quite different from that of 


H. G. Wells, who nearly fifteen years ago gave 
the church thirty years to live, and who said, “the 
Whole system will fade out, civilization has out- 
grown the church, there will be no more parsons 
and no more churches.” 


Christ never intended His church to be a frust- 
rated defeated church. I am afraid that is the 
attitude many Christians have today. They are 
apologetic like Dr. Bernard Iddings Bell, or critical 
like a writer in a recent number of LIFE, or 
hostile like the author of “The Liquidation of 
Christianity.”” Our own attitude to the church is 
hot victorious. Half of us feel that the church is 
“by heresy distressed.” Some of us feel like the 
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An ideal way to perpetuate one’s Christian influ- 
ence, or the memory of a loved one, is to establish 
a permanent fund on the books of the Executive 


- Committee of Foreign Missions. 


Interest from such a fund goes annually to the 
support of Foreign Missions—a perennial contri- 
bution in your name or in that of your loved one. 


Permanent funds may be started with a small 
amount and additional deposits made from time to 
time as convenient. | 


Your Foreign Mission Committee, its officers and 
employees, pledge themselves to strive earnestly to 
meet the responsibility placed in their hands in 
making your gift accomplish the utmost for His 
Kingdom around the world. | 


For particulars regarding such gifts and how they 
are made and used, write: 


CURRY B, HEARN 


Treasurer 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF 
FOREIGN MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN THE U. S. 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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sexton, who, when he rang the funeral bell by 
mistake before the regular services, said, “It makes 
no difference, the church is dead any way!”’ 


But the church isn’t dead. It is about the livest 
corpse that was ever seen. Dr. John Pearson, 
of the Centenary Methodist Church in Lynch- 
burg, Va., said a fine thing when he said, “‘The 


church is not as white as it should be, but it is 


the whitest thing in the world. The church is not 
as strong as it should be but it is the strongest 
thing God has made. The world has not been con- 
verted, but all who have been converted have been 
converted by the church. Christ is not completely 
on the throne, but He is there to the extent that 
He is, because the church has put Him there.” 


God wants His church to be a victorious church. 


A beautiful church, a ministering church, a 
missionary evangelistic church, a redeemed church. 
That is God’s picture of what He wants His church 
to be. | 


He wants every church to be that; the church in 
America and the church in the heart of Africa; 
the church with Gothic spire and artglass windows, 
and the church with white pillars and plain pews, 
the church on the corner of Main Street in the 
big city, and the little brown church in the 
wildwood. | 

The church will be what God wants it to be when 
its members give the church its rightful place in 
their lives. The trouble with the average church 
today is the average church member. The average 
church member allows other things to crowd out 
the church—clubs, games, golf, travel, boards, 
committees, chambers of commerce, politics, bus- 
iness! 

Years ago when I was pastor of a small town 
church I had a member who did not let other 
things crowd out the church. He really loved the 
church. He was a busy man. He had many irons 
in the fire, and he worked as hard as any man I 
ever knew. He was the Road Commissioner of his 
district when North Carolina began its wonderful 
highway system, and he built the first hard surface 
road in his part of the state. He was a member 


of one of the largest cotton exporting firms in the | 


South, and bought most of the cotton in his and 
adjoining counties. He was the president of three 
big cotton mills. He owned three cotton planta- 
tions. One of them on Tar River, Shellbank, is one 
of the prettiest farms I have ever seen. One 
Saturday afternoon I went to his office. It was 
the busiest time of the entire week. A line of 
people were waiting to see him. I said, “There is 
a family out in the country I believe I could get in- 


to the Presbyterian Church if you will help me.” 


He dropped everything, drove twelve miles into 
the country with me, sat down in the kitchen of a 
tenant farmer’s house, and as tenderly and beauti- 
fully as I ever saw it done, led the man and his 
wife to Christ, The next day as a member of the 
Session he helped receive them on profession of 
aith, and stood with them as they were baptized. 
I have eaten dinner with that man in one of the 
most exclusive clubs in New York City, of which 
he was a member. He was just as much at ease 
in the kitchen of the tenant farmer as he was in 
the dining room of the metropolitan club. He was 
not perfect. It was easy to find flaws, and ‘his 
testimony was often marred by inconsistencies, 
but he had a simple child-like faith in Christ and 
he loved his church. 


When the average church member loves the 
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church and puts it first, God’s church will be what 
He wants it to be! os 


Here is the way Timothy Dwight. put it: 


“T love thy church O God, 
Her walls before Thee stand, 
Dear as the apple of thine eye 
And graven on Thy hand, 


For her my tears shall fall, 

For her my prayers ascend, 

To her my cares and toils be given 
Till toils and cares shall end.”’ 


And here is the way God puts it: “A bride 
adorned for her husband.” ‘‘Let him eall for the 
elders of the church.” ‘“The Lord added to the 
church daily such as should be saved.” “The church 
of God which He hath purchased with His own 
blood.” “My Church: and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it.” 


GRATEFUL GERMANS 


Last year the American Bible Society shipped 
over a million copies of the Scriptures to Ger- 
many, as a start on its World Emergency Program 
in connection with that country, where the esti- 


mated need is 4,000,000 Bibles and 6,000,000 New 


Testaments. 


Many grateful letters have come to the New 
York headquarters of the Society from those who 
receive copies of the Book. A German high school 
teacher wrote: “There is so far no other nation 
which has so generously provided for the material 
and spiritual shortcomings of a former enemy. 
Other nations are poorer, it is true, but there has 
been not even a geste symbolique, You may rest 
assured that your kindness is not lost upon the 
German people. In the face of former aloofness 
and present apathy, it will help to build up a 


treasure of genuine confidence and gratitude.” 


—An American Bible Society Release. 


Wings For The Soul 


“The mighty master, Michelangelo, | : 
While working with his chisel, oft was known 
To place above his head a candle prone, : 
That every stroke should be within its glow, 
That he across his art should never throw 
The shadow of himself; but carve each stone 
In free accord with promptings from the 

Throne 
To his responsive genius here below. 


“So may Thy love my forehead shine 
That neither shadows of a weary mood 
Nor self-reflections of a mystic mind 
Shall mar the lives God wills me to refine. 
Oh, tender spirit radiating good aa 
Illuminate my toil for humankind.” 
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The Books Of Kings 


By Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the twelfth in the series of articles on Old Testament Introduction by 
Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of He- 
brew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The fourth book of thé prophetical histories is 
called The Books of Kings, Originally it consisted 
of one book, but was divided into two by the 
Greek translators, and entitled by them the Third 


and Fourth Books of Kingdoms. These works con- 


tinue the historical narrative from the death of 


David to the thirty-seventh year of King Jehoia- 


chin’s captivity in Babylon. They aim to present, 


not an entire history of this period, but rather to 


show that the fortunes of the theocratic nation 
depended upon its attitude toward the revealed 
Law of God, 


The Law and will of God was before the people 
in the written Pentateuch. It also came to the peo- 
ple through the mouths of the prophets. Each king 
therefore is appraised in the light of his reaction 
to the Divine revelation. All of the kings of the 
northern kingdom, since they followed in the foot- 
steps of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, are regarded 
as apostate and therefore evil. Those of the sou- 
thern kingdom, however, are said to have done 
that which was right in the sight of the Lord or 
that which was evil, according to whether they 
gave heed to the Word of God. | ae 


Analysis Of The Books 
Of Kings 


a. The last days of David and the period of 


Solomon. I Kings 1-11. This section comprises the 
closing events in the life of David and the reign 
of Solomon. Of particular importance is the de- 
scription of the building and preparation of the 


temple. The temple was to serve as the permanent 


dwelling place of God. Through this building all 
the world would know that Jerusalem was the city 
of the great King and that the God of heaven and 
earth had taken up His abode in the midst of His 
people. The service at the temple should ever have 
been a reminder to the people of their high calling 
to be a light to lighten the Gentiles and point 
them to the Holy One of Israel, 


The science ef archaeology has illumined the 
background of this period and corroborated the 


picture of Solomon given by the Holy Scripture. 


There have been. those who have belittled the pic- 
ture of Solomon, found in these chapters. Exca- 
vators have been at work in Palestine, however, 
and at Megiddo, in the stratum belonging to the 
period of the early monarchy of Israel, there were 
found stone stables, which could take care of about 
300 horses, together with the chariots. In the light 
of this remarkable discovery we are reminded of 
the statement of the Bible: “And all the cities of 
store that Solomon had, and cities for his chariots, 
and cities for his horsemen, and that which Solo- 
mon desired to build in Jerusalem/ and in Leb- 


anon, and in all tha land of his dominion.” 
(I Kings 9:19). 


The background of this period has also been 
illumined through the excavations at Ezion-geber, 
at the head of the Gulf of Akaba. The commercial 
activities of Solomon’s time are now shown to 
have been great indeed. The reader has every rea- 
son to believe that this entire Biblical description 
of the age of Solomon is accurate and true history. 


b. The Period of the Divided Kingdoms. I Kings 
12; II Kings 17. In describing the reigns ofthe 
various kings after the time of Solomon and be- 
fore the downfall of the northern kingdom the 
writer proceeds upon the following plan. He first 
synchronizes the year of accession with the reign- 
ing year of the king in the opposite - kingdom. 
Thus, e.g., we read: “Now Jehoram the son of 
Ahab began to reign over Israel in Samaria the 
eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah.” 
(II Kings 3:1). Next the writer gives the length 
of the reign, e.g., “and reigned twelve years.” 


(II Kings 3:1). Then there follows an appraisal 


of the reign: “And he wrought evil in the sight 


of the Lord.”’ (II Kings 3:2a). Then there follows 


a description of some of the events which occurred 
during the reign, which is usually followed by a 
statement as to the source in which the life of the 
king has been recorded, e.g.: “Now the rest of 
the acts of Jehu, and all that he did, and all his 
might, are they not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Israel?” (II Kings 
10:34). Lastly there is generally stated the death 
of the king and the name of his successor, e.g.: 
‘And Jehu slept with his fathers: and they buried 
him in Samaria. And Jehoahaz his son reigned in 


his stead.” (II Kings 10:35). 


c. The Last Days Of The Kingdom Of Judah. 
II Kings 18-25. The kingdom of Judah now re- 
mains alone, and its fortunes are depicted until 
the coming of the Babylonians under Nebuchad- 
nezzar, 


The Background Of The . 
Books Of Kings 


We are living in a day when it is almost cus- 
tomary to regard the Bible as nothing more than 
the record of other men’s religious experiences. 
Of course the Bible is such a record but it is far 
more than that. Nevertheless, the insistence with 
which it is being asserted that the Bible is merely 
a record of religious. experience and not an ob- 
jective, standard authority, has devastating conse- 
quences for the spiritual life, A low view of the 
Bible will always produce a low spiritual] life. The 
Barthian movement, so popular at present, with 
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all its emphasis upon theology and the Word, has 
not helped the situation. For the theology of the 
Word, as some speak of this movement, is in re- 
ality a theology of the word of man and not of 
God. We should beware of any theology or any 


movement which looks with favor upon the de- — 


siructive criticism of the Bible, and it is precisely 
this which Barthianism does. 


The Christian Faith, on the other hand, places 
high value upon the truthfulness of God’s Holy 
Word. Consequently, the Christian Faith rejoices 
whenever there has appeared confirmation of the 
truthfulness of that Word. And such confirmation 
has clearly appeared in connection with the Books 
of Kings. @his is precisely what should be ex- 
pected, for the Bible differs in kind from other 
literature of antiquity. The Bible, above all else, 
is the Word of God, and, therefore, true. 


So much has come to light by way of illustra- 
tion and confirmation of the Scripture that it is 
manifestly impossible to do more than call atten- 
tion to some of the principal discoveries. For ex- 
ample a seal was found in the palace at Megiddo 
with the inscription: “Belonging to Shema, the 
servant of Jeroboam.’’ Whether the Jeroboam men- 
tioned was king or not, or, if so, which Jeroboam 
was meant, is not known. At any rate, the name 
has been discovered. 


Mention must also be made of the famous 
Moabite Stone, which is an inscription of Mesha, 
king of Moab and contemporary of Ahab of 
Israel. This interesting inscription mentions many 
Biblical names and places, for example: Omri, 
king of Israel, Chemosh, Madeba, the men of Gad, 
Aroer, Arnon, etc. Of late there has been inter- 
esting discussion as to whether or no this stone is 
a forgery, but the evidence seems to support its 
genuineness. 3 


During this period the Assyrian power was com- 
ing more and more to the fore. The mighty mon- 
archs of ancient Assyria made frequent expedi- 
tions to the lands on the eastern coasts of the Medi- 
terranean, and they have left behind their inscrip- 
tions. The reading of these is fascinating (al- 
though difficult) procedure, but it is well reward- 
ing. Asshurnasirpal (884-860 B.C.) mentions the 
land of the Amorites and Mount Lebanon. He 
refers to the Mediterranean as the great sea and 
remarks that in the great sea he cleansed his wea- 
pons. He speaks also of the land of the Tyrian, the 
land of the Sidonian and the land of the Gabalite. 
Shalmaneser III tells how he set out from Nineveh. 


He speaks of 10,000 men of Ahab the Israelite | 


whom with others he put down in battle. In de- 
scribing another campaign he says: “I received at 
that time the tribute of the Tyrian, the Sidonian 
and of Jehu, the son of Omri.” Here is one of the 
first extra-Biblical mentions of a king of Israel, 


When we read the inscriptions of Tiglath-pileser 
IV, mutilated as they are, we come across the 
name, “Azariah, the Judean,” (literally, the Yau- 
dean). Whether the reference is actually to King 
Uzziah, or as has been thought, to an Azariah of 
Yadi in Syria, is uncertain. The inscription of 
Sargon relates how he besieged and captured Sa- 
maria, taking 27,290 people captive from its midst. 


He then proceeds to relate: “I returned and 


caused more (people) than before to dwell. In the 
midst I settled people from the lands which my 
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hands had captured.” Again he says: “I placed my 
governor over them and imposed on them the tri. 
bute of the former king.’”’ How interesting these 
statements are as confirming what the Bible says 
about the captivity and the repeopling of the land. 


Perhaps most interest will attach to the re. 
markable inscription of Sennacherib. This was the 
famous king whose *march through Judea is de. 
scribed by both Isaiah and the author of Kings, 
Let us listen to the very words of the king, him. 
self: “As for Hezekiah the Jew, who did not sub- 
mit to my yoke, I besieged and took 46 of his 
strong, walled cities, as well as the small cities 
about them—by leveling with battering rams and 
by bringing up siege engines and attacking and 
assaulting on foot. I took away from them and 
counted as spoil 200,150 people, large and small, 
male and female, horses, mules, asses, camels, 
cattle and sheep without number. Himself, like a 
bird in a cage, in the midst of Jerusalem, his cap- 
ital, I shut up. I erected earthworks against him. 
He who came out of the gate of his city I turned 
back in disgust.” Let the reader compare these 
words with the Biblical account. 


Recently the name of Jehoiachin has come to 
light. A tablet from the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, 
having to do with the consignment of goods, reads 
as follows: “One-half PI (a liquid measure of the 
Babylonians) for Jehoiachin son of the King 
(i.e., crown prince), of Judah; two and one-half 
SILA (a dry measure) (of barley) of the. five 
sons of the King of Judah, by the hand of 
Qana’a(ma).”’ (The interested reader will find a 
discussion of this discovery by the present writer 
in The Presbyterian Guardian, January 10, 1946). 
Fascinating indeed is the study of the archaeo- 
logical background of the books of Kings. 


The Authorship Of Kings 


It is obvious that this remarkable historical work 
cannot have been written until the time of the 
exile, for it records events which take place dur- 
ing that exile. An ancient Jewish tradition asserts 
that Jeremiah was the author. This view has been 
adopted by many, and a plausible case for it can 
be made out, since the conclusion of Kings is sim- 
ilar to the fifty-second chapter of Jeremiah. 
Furthermore, the silence of Kings about Jeremiah 
is alleged to indicate that Jeremiah was the author. 
Also, there is a Jewish tradition to the effect that 
Jeremiah was brought to Babylon. All in all, this 
theory is very attractive, but it is only a theory. 


Who the author was, we do not know, and it is 
not wise to be dogmatic. Throughout the work 
there is evidence of unity of plan. Of one thing 
we may be sure. The author was a prophet, and 
he wrote under the inspiration of the Spirit of 
God. In his work, he has made rather extensive 
use of pre-existing materials, and at times he 
makes reference to other works. 


The Books of Kings offer a particularly reward- 
ing field of study, They press home the lesson that 
disobedience to the revealed will of God always 
results in disaster, and they show how the sov- 
ereign God works out His purposes of Providence 
through the instrumentality of those nations which 
do not acknowledge Him. They reveal a remark- 
able accuracy and trustworthiness. To them, there- 


fore, we may turn, confident that we are reading 


words that were indited by the Spirit of God. 
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_ Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For July 6: A Man 
Whose Name Was Job 


Scripture: Job 1:1-5; 27:1-7; 29-31. Devotional 
Reading: Job 42:1-6. 


“Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in _— 
and ashes.’”?’ When a good moral man really sees 
God, he always feels like Job felt when he uttered 
these well-known words. Job had heard of God; he 
believed in God; “‘but now mine eye seeth thee.” 
When Isaiah saw the Lord, he cried, ‘‘woe is me.’ 
All our righteousnesses seared as filthy rags when 
we see God. 

- God’s Picture of Job: Job 1:1-5. Job was a 
good man; there is no doubt of that; we have God’s 
estimate in these words,’’ perfect and upright, and 


one that feareth God, and escheweth evil’ (Job_ 


1:1 and 1:8). He was more than a good moral 

man ; he was a religeous man, a man who believed 

the one true God and trusted and worshipped 
im. 


He was a rich man. Gea had blessed him with a 
large family; seven sons and three daughters. 
He had also prospered him in material wealth; his 
flocks and herds made him one of the richest men 
of his time. 


He was a great man, honored and well-known, 
“so that this man was the greatest af all the men 
of the east. el 


He was a conscientious man—not only as re- 
garded his own life—but in regard to his family. 
Like Moses, he was faithful in all his house. He 
looked after the spiritual interests of his children 
and sent and sanctified them—and offered burnt 
offerings—for Job said, “it may be that my. sons 
have sinned.” 


It was a man of this type that Satan tried to 
destroy, both materially and spiritually; for our 
adversary hates good men, and sneers at them, 
especially if they are rich, for Satan insinuates 
that men only serve God when they get well paid 
for their service. (One purpose of the book is to 
show that this is not so). 


It was a man like this that God allowed to be 
tested, that he might come out as gold tried in the 
fire, and refute the sneering charge of Satan, 
and that Job might learn some needed lessons—a 
lesson in humility, of the knowledge of God, of sin, 
and of himself. 


Job learned his lessons; he stood the test, as 
God knew he would, and this book has come down 
to us. It is one of the greatest literary produc- 
tions and debates ever written, and has a meaning- 
ful lesson for us today. Our problems are the same 
as the men of ancient times, and one of the most 


- persistent is this; Why do good men suffer? Job’s 


three friends had the wrong answer: that suffering 
always comes as a punishment for sin, Elihu had 
a better answer: that suffering is corrective in its 
nature. As the debate proceeds and the story finally 
ends, we find Job a chastened and humbled man; 
Job is corrected and blessed, and made to see 
clearly that mortal, finite man cannot contend 


guage ‘his prosperity, greatness, and 


with God, nor imagine that he can understand 
the Almighty—cannot even answer God “one out 
of a thousand.” We must learn to “trust in the 
dark”, what we cannot understand now, we will 
see into more clearly some day. 


Job’s Vindication of his Moral Integrity: Job 


27:1-7. Job 29-31. Job would not agree with his 


three “comforters” in their contention that there 
must be some secret, terrible sin in Job’s life to 
account for the troubles that had come so suddenly 
upon him. In his replies the suffering saint is 
rather impatient, boastful, and sarcastic at times 
—but we can excuse him as he sits, a miserable 
man on the ash-heap, scraping himself with a 
piece of broken pottery. “God forbid that I should 
justify you: till I die I will not remove mine in- 
tegrity from me, my righteousness I hold fast, and 
I will not let it go.” (But he did let it go, before 
God got through with him, as we have seen). 


In Chapters 29-31 Job enlarges upon the state- 
ments in 27:1-7, © 


First, he describes in beautiful, pictorial lan- 
happiness: 
‘“‘When (as he pathetically says), the Almighty was 
yet with me.” “I washed my steps with butter, and 
the rock poured out rivers of oil; when I went out 
to the gate, (as one of the ‘leading citizens), 
through the city—the young men saw me and hid 
themselves—the princes refrained from talking 
—the nobles held their peace.” Here is indeed 
a most charming picture, but is there not a trace 


_of pride, self-righteousness, and boasting? 


Then he describes his kindness and generosity. 
He had not been a selfish, miserly rich man, with 
a heart of stone, but a man who “delivered the 
poor that cried and the fatherless—and caused 
the widow’s heart to sing for joy.” 


He had not only helped the poor, but saw that 
justice was done to them, “my justice was as a 
robe and a diadem.” (He was evidently a judge in 


the gate).’’ I was eyes to the blind, and feet was 


I to the lame—I brake the jaws of the wicked. 
Unto me men gave ear, and wailed, and kept 
silence at my command. as 


He turns from this sketch of his highly exalted 
and honored position and with a mixture of sarcasm 
and pathos says: “But now they that are younger 
than I have me in derision—now am I their 
song, yea, I am their byword.” God had afflicted 
him, and men—the very “rabble’—laugh and 
mock at him. (There are always the “rabble’”’ who 
like to mock at a rich and noble man who has 
been reduced to poverty, and say, “I told you so’’). 
His description of his pitiful state in Chapter 
30:15-31 is one to touch a heart of’ stone. 


In Chapter 31 he continues his defense of his 
moral rectitude. He had kept clean: “I made a 
covenant with mine eye; why then should I think 
upon a maid?” “If any blot hath cleaved to my 
hands—If mine eyes have been deceived by a 
woman—let my wife grind unto. another—for 
this is a heinous crime—it is a fire that consumeth 
to destruction.” 
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He had been just and kind to his servants, and 
generous to those in need: “If I have withheld 
the poor from their desire, or have caused the 
eyes of the widow to fail; or have eaten my morsel 
myself alone: —if I have seen any perish for 
want of clothing—if I have lifted up my hand 
against the fatherless—then let mine arm fall 
from my shoulder blade, and mine arm be broken 
from the bone.” 


His gold had never been his god: If I have 
made gold my hope, or said to fine gold, thou art 
my confidence.” Nor had he been a worshipper 
of the sun or moon: “for I should have denied the 
God that is above’’: he was true to the One Living 
God: he had kept himself from idols, 


He had not rejoiced at the destruction of those 
that hated him, “‘neither have I suffered my mouth 
to sin by wishing a curse to his soul.” (He seems 
to have had nobler feelings than David). 


His hospitality was all that could be desired: 
“The stranger did not lodge in the street: but 
I opened my doors to the traveller.” 


He had never tried to cover up his sins as Adam, 
or hide iniquity in his bosom.” (Here, too, he 
seems to have surpassed David, who tried so long 
to hide his sin from God.) 


In his treatment of his land he had observed 
the laws which ought to guide a faithful and 
generous husbandman: “If my land cry against 
me,—let thistles grow instead of wheat, and 
cockles instead of barley.” 


“The words of Job are ended.” He closed his 
debate with his three friends, still firmly holding 
to his uprightness. Elihu now takes up the debate, 
and finally God answers Job, “out of the whirl- 
wind.” 


As this good, upright man reviews his life which 
he had lived in wealth and prosperity, he cer- 
tainly claims—and rightly so, as we see from the 
outcome—a moral integrity that few men could 
equal. He was not a hypocrite, or a bad man. 
There was no great, outbreaking crime, or secret 
sin, to mar the well-night perfect record. He had 
been just and kind to his fellow-men, and true 
to his God. We not only have the protestations of 
Job, but we have the words of God as we saw 
them in verses one and eight of chapter one. 


If underneath it all we see a trace of self- 
righteousness and pride, we need not be too severe 


in our criticism: who would not have been proud — 


of such a record? The gold of his character had a 
little dross: it was not quite pure gold, but it was 
purer than most men. 


If such a man could say, “I abhor myself, and 
—? what must we say when we really see 


= 


Lesson For July 13: God 
In His World 


Scripture: Genesis 1; Job 38-41; Matthew 6:25- 
30. Devotional Reading: Job 36:24-33. 


Men are prone to forget that this is God’s World: 
We talk about “One World,” “Our World,” “The 
World”; but do we often hear men—especially in 
high places—say, ‘“‘God’s World’’? If we recognized 
His ownership, perhaps we would be more grateful, 
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more humble, more careful to ask for His help, 
and more faithful in our stewardship. 


Elihu, who seemed to have a better understand- 
ing of God than the other three, speaks “on God's 
behalf,” and exhorts Job to “Remember that thoy 
magnify his work, which men behold’; that he 
“stand still, and consider the wondrous works of 
God.” “Touching the Almighty,” he says, “we 
cannot find him out: He is excellent in power, and 
oe and plenty of justice,’ (Job 


_Our three Scripture passages bring out three 
sides of our topic. 


God “Created and Made” His World: Genesis 1. 
“Created and made,” (Gen. 2:3). Three times in 
this first Chapter we have God creating—making 
out of nothing—and all through the chapter we 
have Him making and forming.” In the beginning 
God created the heavens and the earth” (Vs, 1): 
“And God created great whales and every living 


‘creature that moveth,” (Vs. 21): “So God created 


man”, (Vs. 27). Our Catechism tells us that God’s 
work of creation is ‘“‘God’s making all things of 
nothing, by the word of his power, in the space 
of six days, and all very good.” _ 


It is clearly taught here that Monotheism was 
the original religion of man, and that Polytheism 
is a later development.”’ This is now confirmed by 


archaeology. Dr. Stephen Langdon, greatest living 


authority on early Babylonian literature, asys that 
the cuneiform inscriptions indicate that Monothe- 
ism preceded Polytheism.”’ This is also true of 
Egypt, and of the Greeks and Chinese.” Very re- 


cently leading anthropologists have announced that 


among all primitive races there was a _ universal 
belief in One Supreme God. So, the Bible account 
that man had One God to start with is corroborated 
by present day scientific research.” (Halley). 


_ This majestic and beautiful “Creation Hymn” 
is in striking contrast with other creation stories, 
but there is enough similarity to show that these 


other stories are but imperfect and corrupt ver- | 


sions of the true account as given by Moses in 
Genesis. No doubt this Hymn was taught man at 


the start and handed down from generation to 


generation by word of mouth, or writing, until by 
a ~~ pen of Moses it was written into “The 
ook. 


Let us notice the perfection of this creative 
work of God. The oftrecurring phrase,’’ and God 
saw that it was good,” precludes from our “old-. 
fashioned mind” the idea of some slow evolution- 
ary process from imperfect and undeveloped forms 
to higher forms, We feel sure that when God 


“created and made” all these beautiful things 


spoke of here, and then pronounced them “good,” 


that they were perfect. 


This, we believe, is preeminently true of man. 
He created man “in His own image,” in knowl- 
edge, righteousness and holiness, with dominion 
over the world. Man—our first parents—as they 
came from the hand of God—were not revampe 
apes or just a “new model” of a monkey. Not only 
was man a distinct creation, but the highest form 
of creation. Something of the difference is indi- 
cated by the phrase, “let us make men.” 


This is indeed “His World” and we are the peo- 


ple He has made—the master-piece of His handi- 


work. 
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Let us also notice the order of creation: first 
things come first, and one creative day follows the 
other in the natural and necessary sequence, each 
day a preparation for the next until we have a 
peautifuk world, filled with plants and animals, a 
fit homé for the man He is to create as the lord 


of it all, under God, Who gives him this dominion. . 


“Very good,” is the verdict of the God Who “cre- 
ated and made” His World. , 


God Asks Job Some Questions About “His | 


World”: Job 38-41. These chapters are full of 
questions, unanswerable questions, which bring out 
the marvels of “God’s World,” and man’s utter 
inability to understand all that he sees in nature. 


Job, and his three friends, had darkened counsel 


by “words without knowledge.” (How* much of 
so-called science is exactly this: we get tired of the — 


“assured results” which in a few years are proved 
to be but “guesses.’’) 


In this “questionnaire” God is showing Job some- 
thing of the marvellous and mysterious nature o 
His works, and the undeniable fact that the finite 
mind of man cannot grasp the infinite wisdom 
and power manifested in the world about us. Truly, 
undevout students of Nature are mad. Job makes 
a rather poor grade: he cannot answer one of a 
thousand, Could the smartest scientist of our day 
make any better mark, if God were the examiner? 


“Where wast thou when I laid the foundations 
of the earth? Whereupon are the foundations 
thereof fastened?—Or who shut up the sea with 
doors?——have the gates of death been opened unto 
thee?—Where is the way where light dwellest?— 
Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, 
or loose the bands of Orion?—Knowest thou the 


ordinances of heaven?—Canst thou send _light- 


nings, that they may go?—-Who can number the 
clouds in wisdom?—Doth the hawk fly by thy wis- 
dom?—Doth the eagle mount up at thy command?”’ 


This examination had its effect upon the man 


who rather boldly wanted to come and present his 
case before the Almighty. Once he interrupts: in 
40:3; “Behold, I am vile, (of small account) ; 
what shall I answer thee? I will lay mine hand 
upon my mouth. Once have I spoken; but I will 


not answer: yea, twice; but I will proceed no 


further.” God then goes a little deeper with His 
questions: “Wilt thou also disannul my judgment? 
wilt thou condemn me, that thou mayest be right- 


eous?”? When this second part is finished, then 


Job says, “therefore have I uttered that I under- 
sood not—I have heard of thee by the hearing of 
the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore 
I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” 


Job was completely silenced and humbled. It is_ 


ever thus with those who reverently contemplate 
the wonderful works of God—‘“His Word’’; when 
we consider the heavens, the work of His hands, 
and the sun, moon, and stars, which He hath cre- 
ated, and the earth with its “‘wonders untold.” We, 
like Job, must learn to trust Him, and not com- 
plain in “words without knowledge.” : 


God Cares For “His World’—and US: Matthew 
6:25-30. “God’s works of providence are, His most 
holy, wise, and powerful preserving, and govern- 


- Ing all His creatures, and all their actions.’’ If God 


cares for all His creatures, will He not care for us? 
Our Savior is reasoning from the least to the 
greatest. Why should man, when he sees the good- 
ness of God to even the birds and flowers, have 


WISE STEWARDS 


Stewards of life and property should be both wise 
and prudent. 


We should use our resources for the Kingdom of 
God and at the same time provide for our future 
so that we may not be an unwelcome burden on 


others. Here is a plan by which one can secure a 


life income combined with a gift to the work of 
the Church! 


By direction of the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., this Executive Committee 
receives cash, checks, bank drafts, postoffice 
money orders, U. S. Government bonds and other 
securities, at market value, under annuity agree- 
ments based on safety and security guaranteed by 
reserves of nine million dollars and the good 
name of the Presbyterian Church. 


The donor, or one in whose name the gift is made, 
is guaranteed an invariable income for life, deter- 
mined by the age of the annuitant and the amount 
of the gift. The annuity does not go up or down 
with the rise or fall of prices or changing stock 
fluctuations. It remains the same today and to- 
morrow and through all the tomorrows the an- 


-nuitant may live. 


On the death of the annuitant the residue of’ the 
gift will undergird the preaching of the gospel 
which is the power of God unto salvation. It will 
provide a partnership with Christ and His Church. 
It will found a fellowship of ministering to the 
saints. It will undergird the minister when on ac- 
count of age or disability he must retire, and his 
dependent family when he has been called away. 


For rates of such annuities and other 
information write to: 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 
UNITED STATES 


MINISTERS’ ANNUITY FUND 


REV, WADE H. BOGGS, D.D. 


Executive Secretary 


REV. WM. H. HOPPER 


Treasurer 


410 Urban Bldg. Louisville 2, Ky. 
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any fear or anxiety about his welfare? The lilies: 


of the field and the fowls of the air have a God 
Who clothes and feeds them; will not such a God 
take care of His own children? We should trust 
and not be afraid; we should work and not worry. 
Our Father’s care extends to the smallest of His 
creatures: will He forget man—the man who 
trusts and loves Him? | 


This is God’s World: He made it. It is fearfully 
and wonderfully made: we cannot fully compre- 
hend either the wonders of nature, or the wonders 
of grace. He cares for His World; ‘“‘He careth for 
you.”’ Let us “be still,’’ and silent, and know that 
He is God, 


¢ 


His World speaks of Him. “The heavens declare 
the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth His 


handiwork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and © 


night unto night sheweth knowledge.” Are we 
listening as all nature sings, ““The hand that made 
us is divine’? Are we lost in wonder love and 
praise? 


God has given—loaned—His World to us. What 
a mess we have made of its management, of its re- 
sources, and blessings! What if His Hand should 
suddenly appear and write in the sky where all 
can see: “Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin!” 


Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For July 


In July our thoughts leave the firecrackers, pic- 
nics and swimming long enough to remember 
what happened in July of 1776. On this day we 
always look back to that Declaration of Indepen- 
dence that soon gave birth to this republic that 
stands for liberty and justice for all. : 


But liberty and justice are words of which we 
speak much in the Christian religion, and we can 
never understand their full meaning nor can we 
truly make them work from Christian practise. 
Therefore we shall do well to study these words 
this month in order to better appreciate our Amer- 
ican heritage and in order to better know how to 
make it work in the best way possible, under God. 


July 6: August 1788 
Introduction 


On July 4, 1776, the Second Continental Con- 
gress unanimously adopted the Declaration of In- 
dependence in which they declared that it was 
self-evident that ‘‘all men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights, that among these are the right 
to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” To 
make this ideal work in a practical way 55 repre- 
sentatives of the original thirteen colonies met in 
Independence Hall, Philadelphia, in the summer of 
1787 and drew up that document that we know as 
“The Constitution of the United States of 
America.” By the fall of 1788 all but two of the. 
states had ratified the constitution, and by 1792 
ten amendments had been ratified. These ten 
amendments have come to be known as “The Bill 
of Rights,” for they are the propositions that 
guarantee our freedom and rights. We should be 
reminded that we can not assume that because 
these laws have been in force through all these 
years that they will continue to be in force, for 
actually the Constitution is effective for us only 
as the Supreme Court interprets the Constitution, 
and recently the Supreme Court has ruled twice, 
by a count of 5 to 4, on matters in our Bill of 
Rights in a way that many of us feel are opening 


the door to our loss of certain inalienable rights, 
namely, those of religious liberty and of un- 
reasonable searches. 


But why did our founding. fathers set up this 
constitutional form of government? In order that 
every man be free to do as he pleases? Let’s see. 
Here is the preamble to the Constitution: 


“We, the people of the United States, in Order 
to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, 
insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the com- 
mon defence, promote the general Welfare, and 
secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and 
our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Con- 
stitution of the United States of America.” 


Looking thoughtfully at those purposes for 
which the Union was founded we can say that 
America has been more successful than any other 
nation on the face of the earth in forming a per- 
fect union of peoples, providing for common de- 
fence, and promoting the general welfare. These 
things have been the peculiar blessings of America 
through the years. But on the other hand we have 
failed from time to time to establish justice, in- 
sure domestic tranquility, and to secure the bless- 
ings of liberty, for all too often we see the curse 
of liberty misused. | 


Why have we failed in these other purposes? It 


is probably due to the fact that most of us feel 
that our republie guarantees us certain rights, but 
we forget that it also imposes duties upon us. We 
feel that we can do as we please, but we forget 
that we are free to help establish the purpose for 
which the Union was formed. For too many of us 
our democratic form of government is an assertion 
of rights rather than an assumption of duties. 


As we look at the three purposes wherein we 
have failed we can see that domestic tranquility 
is a fruit of other things, when justice prevails 
and liberty is used aright we can feel sure that 
domestic tranquility will follow. Thus we can say 
that our constitutional form of government is the 
best form of government in the world, and that 
all those things that are wrong in our land can be 
corrected if all of us will only come to the place 
where we recognize that as members of this gov- 


rh 


er 
sel 
| an 

big 

all 
tO 

yt 

Sc 

| de 

be 
r 

tic 

les 

3 
| m 

te 

§ 

| is 

le 

he 

0 
h 
e 

p 
0 

] 


June 16, 1947 


ernment we have one responsibility—to give our- 
selves wholeheartedly ‘‘to establish justice” for all 
and to see that the land enjoys the blessings of 
Liberty and not the curses. Wouldn’t it. make ‘a 
big difference in America if every one lived and 
worked in an all-out effort to establish justice for 
all and to use liberty aright? 


Scripture Lesson 


This is a program of worship, we can get down 
to the study of these terms in the next two pro- 
grams, sO here we can use some of the helpful 
Scripture passages without going into too great 
detail about God’s program. But we must always 
be careful to mention that program in passing, so 
that we shall not confuse people who do not know 
the Word, : 


Many passages of the Bible give us a descrip- 
tion of what the world will be like when “liberty 
and justice for all’ prevails. You might use as a 
lesson Isaiah 11:1-9. As you use this remember 


that such a world can never fully come until — 


Christ rules and reigns, either in the hearts of 
men or in person. (Isaiah 9:2-7). The Bible clearly 
teaches that such a world will not be until after 
Christ comes, but that does not relieve us of the 
responsibility of telling the world and illustrating 
before the world what it could be if Christ were 
supreme. Whether the world accepts or not, ours 
is the commission, even as Isaiah was sent to chal- 
lenge a people who would not hear. (Isa. 6:9-10). 


Suggestions 


Good hymns to work into this program would 
be: “Lest We Forget.” “Faith Of Our Fathers.” 
“Where Cross The Crowded Ways Of Life.” 
“America The Beautiful.” “America.” ‘‘Lead On, 
0 King Eternal.”’ 


The program might be worked out by having 
hymn, prayer, and Scripture lesson. Then let sev- 
eral in the group present a scene in which the 
preamble to the Constitution is read and adopted 
in the Congress. Then some one might make a talk 
on the lines laid down in the introduction above. 


= 
—_ 


July 13: Liberty For All 


Introduction 


“Give me liberty or give me death” was the 
classic cry of Patrick Henry. But the tragic thing 
is that so many people get both. 


Liberty and freedom are words that appeal to 
all of us, We want to be free, we want to be able 
to do as we please. Law and command are words 
that have the clank of chains and the smell of the 
dungeon in them. To be under law and to obey 
commands restricts the freedom and takes the kick 
out of life, so we feel. But actually liberty brings 
death unless we are loyal to something big and 
true, and loyalty is very demanding. Liberty with- 
out loyalty brings death. Liberty with loyalty to 
something big and true brings power and happi- 
ness, Neither can exist without the other. 


Scripture Lesson 


Let us see several ways in which this law, that 
true liberty demands loyalty and discipline, in the 
light of life and Scripture. 


1. This law is true to life. Galatians 6:6-8. The 


scientist demands and must have freedom of the 
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mind and freedom to investigate, but what this 
freedom brings depends entirely on how willing 
the scientist is himself to be loyal to and confined 
by the time necessary, the work necessary, and the 
conclusions made necessary by the evidence, The 
scientist must be free, but he can never be free of 
loyalty to work and truth. In personal living we 
find this true. Many a Prodigal starts out to do 
just as he pleases and ere long he finds that he 
can not do just as he pleases for he is caught in 
the grip of lusts and habits that are stronger than 
he is, To be free and remain free a man must be 
loyal to the laws of life. | 


2. This law is true to government. Matthew 
8:5-13. The centurion was a free man with power 
and authority as long as he was loyal to:the 
Roman Empire, but once he felt that he could 
ignore the Roman Empire and do as he pleased, 
then right there he ceased to be a free man, men 
ceased to obey him, and he would come under the 
judgment of the empire. As long as we keep our- 
selves under the law of God we shall be blessed 
by the law of God, but as soon as we rebel against 
the law of God, God will not back us up but will 
judge us. 


3. This law is true to the Gospel. I Cor. 3:21-23. 
All things are ours in the Gospel and we are free 
to do as we please, yet we are Christ’s; therefore, 
we must seek to please Him. Paul emphasized over 
and over that he had been set free by Christ, but 
he always referred to himself as a -bondslave of 


Christ. 


Suggestions 


The Constitution was established to guarantee 
us the blessings of freedom, but all too often we 
have seen the curse of freedom rather than the 
blessing. For instance, the constitution guarantees 
us freedom of worship, but all too often we have 
used it as freedom to not worship at all, thus we 
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see in our lives the fruit that comes when we neg- 
lect God. The Constitution guarantees us the free- 
dom of employment, but we have not always used 
the money we earned for the good of men and the 
glory of God; therefore, we find many today who 


are dissatisfied with our way and are suggesting © 


another. In this program the introduction and 
Scripture lesson could be presented, emphasizing 
that freedom is a curse unless we use our freedom 
to be loyal to the highest that we know, and the 
highest we know is Jesus Christ, and then follow 
the talk with a discussion of ways in which men 
have misused and abused this freedom and outline 
some ways that young people can begin now to 
help change this freedom into the fullness of 
blessing. 


Woman’s Work 


Home Mission Work In The 
Synod Of Alabama 


Home Mission work in the Synod of Alabama 
is almost entirely comvosed of (1) strengthening 
weak churches, of which there is a great majority; 
(2) beginning new work; and (3) work with 
Negroes. 


(1) Since return of the chaplains many vacant 
pulpits have been filled but many of these pastors 
are truly Home Missionaries—some serving af 
many as five churches, One such, recently dubbed 
himself a “circuit rider.”” Some of the stronger 
churches are giving financial assistance in addition 
to that given by the Home Mission Committee so 
that these weaker shall be able to call pastors— 
some even securing full time pastoral service. 
Others share their minister in order that these 
churches may have services and keep the work 
functioning. Elders go by twos and hold services in 
vacant churches. There is a persistent effort on 
the part of the Presbyteries and Synods to raise the 
salaries to a creditable figure so that these chal- 
lenging fields will attract some of the more able 
ministers. 


(2) The outpost movement has taken hold in 
Alabama and a number of new outposts have been 
started (that the quota has been met is doubtful) 
and some have been organized into thriving 
churches within the first year. Auxiliaries are 
endeavoring to keep pace with this work, organiz- 
ing in new churches and in old churches where 
there is no organized Women’s Work, all the while 
ne to strengthen the work all along the 
ine. 


(3) The white churches act as “Big Brothers’’ 
to nearby Negro churches—mainly giving finan- 
cial aid. One Negro outpost has been organized in 
Anniston, in North Alabama, in which Presbytery 
there is no Negro Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
Auxiliaries help nearby Negro women, mainly with 
supplies and teachers for V. B. S., send delegates 
to the Christian Conference of Negro Women and 
the Woman’s Auxiliary Training School at Still- 
man, and give literature and supplies for special 
programs. A year round program is carried on at 
the Maria Fearing Mission in Birmingham, the 
nursery being a S. and P. project of Birmingham 
Presbyterial. 
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One of the promising features is the fact that 
our young people are volunteering for full time 
service. One church has had three volunteers for 
the ministry in past twelve months and has only 
had three ministers to go from that church in 
fifty years. Two mothers from another church 
are praying that their own children may give 
themselves—Missions at Work. 


Mrs. B. F. (Molly Mack) Austin, 
Past President, 
Alabama Synodical Auxiliary. 


In a questionnaire sent from the office of the 
Committee on Woman’s Work to local auxiliary 
presidents, the fourth question read: ‘‘What evi- 
dences are there of increased interest in Missions 
—Home and Foreign?” 


Answers to this question, as given by local 
presidents all over the Assembly, reveal the 
interesting and encouraging Missions-mindedness 
of the women of the Church. 


This awareness of Missions has expressed itself 
in action. Auxiliaries have carried out the Missions 
programs outlined by the Executive Committees 
of Home and Foreign Missions with greater 
enthusiasm and throughness than in former years. 
In addition, local cause secretaries and others 
charged with the responsibility of presenting and 
interpreting Missions have devised new methods 
of exposition. 


A large number of local presidents write of 
there being, in the Church year 1946-1947, a 
real church School of Missions, in which for the 
first time (in many instances) the men and young 
people of the church took active parts. 


Visual education was used more this year as 
many auxiliaries reported “‘we had a picture on 
India, which the children enjoyed.” 


Returned missionaries had a busy time during 
Foreign Missions season, judging from reports. 
Missionaries were sources of information and 
inspiration wherever they went, and auxiliaries 
were quick to seek them as honored guests. 


Both Home and Foriegn Missions textbooks were 
read more widely. Inspired by what has been done 
in Home Missions, many auxiliaries inaugurated 
outpost Sunday schools, organized new auxiliaries, © 
and established chapels. : 


Interesting was the inviting of returned service- 
men to speak about the countries in which they 
had served. Many a small church has had an 
evening service during which a young man of the 
church, home from India or the islands of the 
Pacific, has fascinated his friends and_ fellow- 
church-members with his observations and experl- 
ences. 


And above all, this Missions-mindedness has 
met the most telling test. It has prompted the 
members of local auxiliaries to give to Missions as 
never before. Whether this giving came as 4 
result of real weeks of prayer and self-denial; 
whether it stemmed from growing realization 0 
the one-world concept; or whatever prompted it— 
it signalized the Missions work of many, many 
auxiliaries. 


June 16, 1947 


The Proceedings Of The Eighty-Seventh 
General Assembly Of The Presbyterian 
Church In The United States 
(Continued from Page 8) 


that since there was objection to this part of the | 


minority report that by common consent it be de- 
leted so that the opposition could not say that the 
minority report contained any prejudicial material 
as it is referred to the presbyteries. The minority 
report, after the deletions, by common consent, 
adopted by the Assembly is as follows: | 


Minority Report Of The Standing 
Committee On Foreign Relations — 
To The General Assembly Of — 
The Presbyterian Church In The _ 
United States In Assembly At 
Montreat, N. C., May, 1947. 


We would here offer the following Minority Re- 
port and do hereby move its adoption: 


1. Whereas an unprecedented number of Presby- 
teries have overtured the Assembly protesting 
the alleged improper acts of the Federal Council 


and/or requesting the withdrawal of our Church 
from membership in the Federal Council and, . 


2. Whereas in 1943 the General Assembly regis- 


tered the following statement on the question of. 


the Federal Council, namely “. . . its judgment, 


that because of the difference of opinion in our 


Church and the vital importance of this question, 
the General Assembly should ultimately submit it 
to the presbyteries after the close of the war.” 


(1943 Minutes, Page 59): 


3. Now Therefore the makers of this Minority 
Report do hereby move that this Assembly hereby 
submit immediately to the Presbyteries the ques- 
tion of the withdrawal of the Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S. from membership in the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches of Christ in America, 


4, The makers of this Minority Report do further 
move that this Assembly hereby answer in the 
negative Overtures 20 to 28, inclusive, and 88 
and 89, which asked for immediate withdrawal 
from the Federal Council of Churches; that this 


Assembly do hereby answer in the affirmative 


Overtures 29, 30 and 90 which asked for the 
submission to the Presbyteries of the question re- 
lative to the relationship of our Church to the 
Federal Council of Churches; and that this As- 
sembly hereby answer in the affirmative Over- 
tures 31 and 32 which criticized action and state- 
ments of the Federal Council of Churches of Christ 
in America. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Chalmers W. Alexander, 

J. P. McCallie, 

~ A. W, Simpson, M.D., 

J. M. Oeland, 

Members of the Standing Committee 

on Foreign Relations. 


_Dr. John M. Alexander, one of the representa- 
tives of the Federal Council sought to defend the 
actions of the Council. A number of prominent lay- 
men were outspoken in their opposition to the 
Council. In defence of their position they assert- 
ed that since the presbyteries represent the mem- 
bers of the Chureh they should be permitted to 


express themselves on this subject. Among the 


prominent Elders speaking for this subject was 
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Dr. J. P. McCallie, Headmaster of the McCallie 
Schools, and Ruling Elder in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Chattanooga, Tenn. Dr. McCallie af- 
firmed in his address, “There are two points only 
that I want to make in behalf of the minority re- 
port of the Standing Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations to submit our membership in the Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in America to the 
Presbyteries for counsel and advice.” 


.“The first point is the futility and expense of 
turning this matter over to the Ad Interim Com- 
mitte, according to the majority report. That re- 
port advocates a committee of four elders and 
three ministers. However it may be appointed, 
whether by the Moderator, by this Assembly, or 
by a Standing committee of this Assembly, its 
report cannot escape the suspicion of prejudice 
when it is finally brought to this Assembly and 
by it sent down to the presbyteries. Far better 
would it be to let the presbyteries study this 
matter in their own way, by an individual appoint- 
ed by the presbytery or by a committee, or by 
special meetings, Thus also the Assembly would 
be saved the expense of an unnecessary Ad Interim 
Committee. Too often the Assembly in order to 
get rid of a vexatious problem turns it all over to 
an Ad Interim Committee. We have already done 
this with reference to the names and functions and 
grouping of our Executive Committees and ad- 
ministrative agencies. That is the proper function 


of an Ad Interim Committee, but this matter of 


our membership in the Federal Council has been 
a subject of controversy in our Church for many 


years. A veritable volume of literature has grown 


up around it and produced by it, and every pres- 
bytery has sufficient information already to over- 
ture this Assembly again and again, and to enter 
even into detail criticism of the acts and pro- 
nouncements of the Federal Council. I have been 
on numerous Ad Interim Committees of the Gen- 
eral Assembly and I know how difficult a thing 


it is to bring in a report, even after much labor, 


time and expense, that actually benefits the As- 


sembly to a proportionate degree. This proposed 


Ad Interim Committee would be the most difficult 
of all and I would rather have my leg broken than 
be put on it. I am therefore opposed to the ma- 
jority report to get rid of this whole matter for 
a two-year period by referring it to such a com- 
mittee.” 


“My second point is this. There is an increasing 
feeling of laymen that the ministers of the Church 
are leading them up a blind alley in their advocacy 
of unions and co-operations that disturb the peace 
and affect the purity of our Church. They feel that 
effects of liberalism, modernism, and humanism 
are most evident in our ministry and that they are 
not helping our Church spiritually or economically 


in their earnest advocacy of the Federal Council 


and of union with the Presbyterian Church, U. 
S. A. The laymen are particularly anxious that 
we not bring more liberalism into our Church than 
we have already, and that our first concern should 
be evangelism and missions and not bigness and 
power and political influence.”’ 


“So disquieted have many of them become that 
they feel unwilling to make any large gifts to a 
Church that is willing to continue or to make such 


undersirable alliances. One friend of mine known 


throughout the business life of America for the 
splendid incentive of profit-sharing by his em- 
ployees diverted a $25,000 gift last year from our 
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Church to a purely secular charity because of 
these so much discussed alliances. The more 
speedily these matters are settled the greater is 
our chance of raising our great fund for missions 
at home and abroad set for a beginning next year. 
Therefore, let’s adopt the Minority Report.” 


John M. Ward, Elder of Trinity Presbyterian 
Church, Montgomery, Ala., spoke in favor of the 
Minority report. Among other things he said: 


“T am a Layman and an Elder of Montgomery, 
Alabama. My work carries me constantly over my 
own state, into a number of other states and fre- 
quently into other sections of the country. My con- 
tacts are largely with businessmen and industrial 
leaders. We all boast of the fact that Presby- 
terian Laymen are in positions of leadership and 
responsibility in business and industry in numbers 
out of all proportion with the size of our Church. 
Of this fact we are proud. During the last several 
years I have discussed at length the matter of the 
Federal Council of Churches with many of these 
leaders. I am confident that I know something of 
the thinking of the Laymen of our Churches. 


“Without going into detail of the charges made 
against the Federal Council of Churches or the 
correctness of these charges, I merely state what 
I find many of the Laymen in our Church firmly 
believe. To put it briefly, an increasing number 
of these Laymen believe (whether true or not) 
that the Federal Council of Churches (either in- 
tentionally or not) is using our Church and other 
Churches as a front or screen to undermine our 
Democratic form of government, our Capitalistic 
system, our American system of enterprise and 
our social structure in the South. 


“To appoint an Ad Interim Committee as recom- 
mended in the majority report will not solve this 
problem or satisfy the Lay members of our Church. 
Such action would merely put off for another year 
this whole matter. An Ad Interim Committee is 
not needed in order to get information before the 
Church. Ample means now exist for the member- 
ship of the Church to become fully informed. Some 
of the Ministers may not agree but I do not believe 
there are any Elders in this Assembly who are 
not convinced that they and the Church can be- 
come informed regarding the activities of the 
Federal Council without an Ad Interim Commit- 
tee. The only solution of this problem is to 
obtain a grass roots expression from the member- 
ship of the Church. 


“Brethren, has the time come in our Church 
when a General Assembly is unwilling or afraid to 
submit the questions of importance on which 
there is a wide division of opinion to the Pres- 
byteries, who are the constituents and component 
units of the General Assembly? 


“‘Has the time come in our Church when a Gen- 
eral Assembly would decide to keep our Church 
in an organization against the will of a majority of 
our members of Presbyteries? 


“T am not advocating this Minority Report as an 
opponent or a proponent of the Federal Council 
of Churches. We are not discussing or trying the 
Federal Council before this Assembly but I am 
advocating and pleading for this Minority Report 
because five generations of Presbyterian Minis- 
ters and Elders that constitutte a part of my 
personal heritage say to me that the Presby- 
terian way, the Democratic way, the wise way and 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


June 16, 1947 


the only fair way to handle this question is to 
submit it to the Presbyteries now.” 


War Relief 


The Assembly expressed to the Rev. Eugene 
Daniel who has served as special representative 
to the War Relief Committee its appreciation. In 
the year of his service our gifts rose from a 
proximately $76,000.00 to around $300,000.00. 


This Committee informed the Assembly of the 
need for Christian help in Europe and Asia is 
greater than ever. “The bodies and souls of men 
are warped and Christian institutions are broken 
down. Unless Christians come to the aid of those 
who have not, the Church is in danger of losing 
ground, in its effort to win the world for Christ. 
The Christian community must witness to the 
Gospel and the most effective way just now to 
counteract anti-Christian propaganda is to extend 
a cup of cold water in Christ’s Name.” 


Mr. Roy LeCraw was commended to the Church 
agencies and to the Churches as Campaign Di- 
rector for one year. After his discharge from the 


~ army he served with the military government in 


Austria. He gave to the Assembly some first- 
hand observations of the needs of Europe for 
Christian aid, The goal of yeu"; 000.00 for the year 
1947-48 was approved. 


Judicial 
The Committee on Judicial Business fully ap- 


proved and concurred in the decrees and opinions 


of the civil courts in regard to the family of the 


late Lunsford Richardson of Greensboro, N. C. It 


registered its satisfaction in that these Courts 
have expressly exonerated the Richardson family 


altogether from all charges of fraud and have dis- 


missed ‘“‘all causes of action passed thereon.” The 
Assembly also expressed its full confidence in its 
agencies and commends their devotion to each as 
stewards of the interests of the Church. The hope 
was expressed that brotherly love and good will 
may be reestablished among the parties concerned. 
The complaint of the Rev. G. C. Luck was said 
to “not be in proper form” and “must be con- 
sidered as abandoned.” 


Committee On The Sabbath 


The Committee on the Sabbath deserves more 
consideration than is usually given to it. A num- 
ber of Commissioners apparently have the notion 
that the report from this committee is entirely a 
routine affair. The importance of this Committee 
and its function should be viewed in the light of a 
saying from Voltaire, “There is no hope for de- 
stroying Christianity so long as the Chrisiian Sab- 
bath is acknowledged and observed as a sacred 
Day.” This Committee felt that Christians should 
do all in their power to save the Sabbath in the 
Church for America and for the world. The As- 
sembly solemnly declared that the Christian Sab- 
bath should be acknowledged and observed as a 
Sacred Day and that the Church should express 
its disapproval of all unnecessary secular work 
and recreation done on this day by individuals, 
corporations or governments. The Assembly urged 


upon their ministers the duty and importance of 


more frequent preaching and instruction on Sab- 
bath observance. Our ministers were advised to seek 
to secure the influence and cooperation of various 
ministerial unions to maintain the Sabbath ideal 
in their respective communities. The Lord’s Day 
Alliance was asked to cooperate in a movement to 


J 
br 
att 
Wa 
ret 
El 
Mi 
Me 
of 
we 
ca 
th 
ha 
dr 
bi 
is 
Le 
a 
he 
th 
to 
S 
0 
th 
( 


June 16, 1947 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 27 


bring the matter of the Christian Sabbath to the 
attention of our people. The Lord’s Day Alliance 
was commended, and Dr. Bowlby, its General Sec- 
retary, spoke on the important services the Lord’s 


Day Alliance is rendering the Churches of America. | 


Ruling Elders Fellowship 
Banquet 


The Department of Men’s Work arranged for an 
Elder’s fellowship banquet on Friday afternoon. 


Mr. S. J. Patterson, Jr., Assembly’s Director of 


Men’s Work, presided. Ruling Elder John W. Ward 
of Montgomery, Ala., offered the prayer. There 


were 184 of the 196 Elders present for this oc- — 


casion. Out of this number it was discovered 
that only 28 had ever attended a meéting of the 
General Assembly before. Of this number several 
had attended as many as 7 times. oe, 


Jim Nance McCord, Governor of Tennessee, ad- 
dressed the group on the subject, “The Responsi- 
bility of Christian Fellowship.” Governor McCord 
is a Ruling Elder of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Lewisburg, Tennessee, and for many years taught 
a men’s Bible class. The Governor’s message was 
heart-warming and inspirational. He condemned 
the cocktail-drinking environment in which our 
young people are surrounded. He urged the Elders 
to work diligently to provide a clean and wholesome 
environment for our younger generation. : 


Sunday Morning Worship 


One of the high lighis of the services held 
Sunday was the morning worship where Dr. R. A. 
Lapsley, Jr., Pastor of the Presbyterian Church 
of Roanoke, Va., gave an outstanding sermon on 
the subject, “‘What God Wants His Church to Be.” 
We shall publish this sermon in full in The Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Journal as it warrants special 


recognition before the members of our Church. 


(See this issue Page 13-16). 


While we are on the subject of worship, it should 
also be pointed out that the worship services each 
morning were a decided improvement over the 
materials used during the past few years. These 
services were Bible-centered. They were based on 
the Language of Worship, The Language of Cre- 
aturely Dependence, The Language of Guilt, the 
Language of Personal Communion, and the Lan- 
guage of Love. The Triune God was magnified in 
each of these services. = 


The General Assembly’s 
Training School 


The Standing Committee on the General As- 
sembly’s Training School for Lay Workers reported 
that there is evidence of a continuing demand for 
the services of its graduates, and there is need 
for increasing the capacity of the institution. The 
assembly urged pastors and sessions to’ observe 
Sunday, April 28, 1948, as Assembly’s Training 
School day so as to bring to the local Churches 
the work and needs of the School. Dr. H. W, Du- 
Bose, the President reported an enrollment of 128 
students this year from 19 different states. — 


Negro Work | 


This Committee has created by the 1946 As- 
sembly. The Rev. Alex Batchelor was_ elected 
Exective Secretary of the Committee on Negro 


| work, The Committee’s address will be 36 Hunter 


St. S. W., Atlanta 3, Ga. The Committee felt it 
Wise to continue exploration of the possibility of 


sending Negro candidates for the ministry to our 
own existing seminaries before adopting a perma- 
nent policy in this matter. Each presbytery was 
requested to establish a Committee on Negro Work 
to co-operate with the Assembly’s Committee. 


Christian Relations 


The Committee on Christian Relations is also 
a new Committee created last year. Its purposes 
and plans were presented to the Assembly by its 
Director, Dr. J. H. Marion in a very interesting 


manner, He stated that most of his time thus far 


has been spent in the work of preparation and in 
the task of interpreting the Committee’s work and 
plans to our Church as a whole. He declared, “Only 
an awakened and aggressive Church,—a Church 
alert to the moral perils of our time, a Church 
that brands evil as evil wherever it lifts its head,— 
a Church that lays upon the conscience of its peo- 
ple the implications of its ethical teachings for 
every aspect of their private and public life, and 
then when these members seek to apply its prin- 
ciples to all the every day affairs and relations 
of life—only a Church so actively and practically 
concerned for the spiritual and moral welfare of 
our world can be the effective agency and God’s 
redemptive Power which our times demand.” 


There has been a difference of opinion in our 
Church in regard to the need for such a Commit- 
tee. Some believe that the functions of this Com- 
mittee could be better implemented through the 
preaching of the Gospel in our Churches. Some 
have been fearful that this Committee might as- 
sume certain positions out of harmony with the 
distinctive principles of The Southern Presbyterian 
Church. Since the Committee has been appointed 
we would: like to see it given a fair chance to see 
if it can justify its existence. We would like to 
suggest to this committee that its first concrete 
assignment be to confer with the negotiators of 
our Church for organic union with the Northern 
Church and seek to maintain the property rights 
of Presbyterians not desiring to enter the union. 
If this Committee becomes active in promoting 
equity and justice in this sphere then it will 
have come to the Kingdom for such a time as this. 
If it fails to give attention -to this important mat- 
ter within the Church then it can not consistently 
condemn the injustices outside of the Church, 
for justice as weil as judgment must begin at the 
House of God. Here is a place where the Commit- 
tee can stab the conscience of those dealing with 
minority rights. 


A second assignment for this Committee, since 
it includes in its program alcohol educavion, was 
suggested by a distinguished Ruling hider. This 
Kiaer said that it this Committee succeeds in 
changing the habits of cocktail drinking members 
of our Church it will serve a useful purpose. 


Mountain Retreat Association 


In answer to the chain overtures from Synods 
requesting an investigation of the Mountain Re- 
treat Association ana Montreat College the As- 
sembly recommended the appointment of an Ad 
Inter1m Committee to study tne wnole relationship 
ot the Mountain-Retreat Association and Montreat 
College to the Assembly and -report to the As- 
sembly with appropriate recommendations. 


The Committee after careful study recorded its 
belief that the present charter of the Mountain 
Retreat Association is admirably suited to the pur- 
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pose for which it has been granted, as amended, 
and that under no circumstances should this char- 
acter be changed. 


This Committee further recommended that the 
entire Church do its utmost in raising sufficient 
funds for the completion of the Alba Hotel. It 
urged that our entire membership give its full 
cooperation to the new President, Dr. J. Rupert 
McGregor. 

Radio 


Among the recommendations of the Standing 


Committee on Radio is the authorization of the © 


Permanent Committee to solicit the counsel and 
cooperation of the other agencies of the Church 
and the approval of the plan of the Radio Com- 


mittee to secure a charter for a Religious Radio 


Production Corporation. 


Minister And His Work 


Fhe Commission on the Minister and His Work 
has been a prolific source of contention since its 
inception. This Assembly gave expression to certain 
principles to clarify some of the misunderstanding 
in regard to the function of this Commission in the 
presbyteries. It stated clearly and forcefully that: 


1. The Chairman of Presbytery’s Commission is 
not a biship. He may speak only for the commission 
itself upon instruction of the commission. 


2. The commission does not have the authority 
and power of Presbytery with regard to the dis- 
solution of a pastoral relationship unless that 
authority and power has been granted by the 
presbytery for a specific situation. 


3. That the commission should not be ignored by 
the Presbytery but that it should be used for the 
purpose for which it was established, that of build- 
ing up and strengthening the Church that the 
Commission if used as ordered by the General As- 
sembly protect and strengthen both the Pastor and 
the Church. 


The Permanent Commission on the Minister and 
His Work was instructed to revise “The Manual 
For Guidance For the Commission For the Minister 
and His Work” with special emphasis on defining 
the purpose and authority of the Commission on the 
Minister and His Work and the duties and authority 
of the Chairman of that commission. 


Presbyterian Historical 
Foundation 


An expression of appreciation was given to the 
Woman’s Auxiliary for their generosity to the 
Predbyterian Historical Foundation. Dr. Tom 
Spence gave an. informative message to the As- 
sembly in regard to the use Presbyterians are 
making of the materials in the Foundation. Dr. 
Spence and his colaborers are rendering a splendid 
service to our Church. 


Observations 


1. The 1947 General Assembly was characterized 
by a remarkable spirit of fairness and of magnam- 
inity. There were many expressions of appreciation 
for the fairness of the Moderator in all of his 
decisions. It was evident that both conservatives 
and liberals were trying to do their utmost to 
exercise self-control even in handling the most 
delicate controversial issues, 
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Due to the chain overtures in regard to Montreat 
many expected a great deal of unpleasantness re. 
sulting from these overtures, but were gratified 
that all differences were settled in a spirit of good 
will Dr. Anderson was honored for his 
long period of service to Montreat and his re. 
markable constructive genius dedicated to this im. 
portant institution. The Assembly was also highly 
pleased with selection of his successor, Dr. J, 
Rupert McGregor. Both Dr. Anderson and Dr, 
McGregor were at all times available for advice 
and service to Commissioners. 


2. The 1947 General Assembly will be re. 
membered as the first Assembly in several years 
where a decisive swing to the right was observed, 
The oldest minister present remarked that he had 
attended 31 General Assemblies and: he could feel 
a decided change towards the historic positions 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church at this meet- 
ing. One Ruling Elder who has been a close 


observer of the Church remarked, ‘“‘This Assembly | 
is indicative of the fact that many of our people. 


are tired of wildcat projects and methods and are 
ready to return to the traditional views of our 
Church.” 


3. The resurgence of the Ruling Eldership was 
obvious at this meeting. Although the majority 
of the Ruling Elders present were novitiates they 
took an active part in all of the deliberations. In 
many Assemblies our Ruling Elders have been 
silent, but at this meeting even some who were 
attending for the first time were vocal in the 


expression of their convictions. This is one of the 


most salutary signs in our Church. There is ur- 
doubtedly a spontaneous revolt in our Church 
against bureauocracy and “‘officiousness.”’ Although 
a few seem to be alarmed over this change we feel 
that we should be thankful for this movement 
rather than fear it. We hope this revival will con- 
tinue and if it does it will be a great thing for our 
church. It will prevent ‘“Clericalism,’” and imple- 
ment the parity of the Eldership. , 


4. There is a growing impatience with useless and 
unnecessary arguments that consume precious time, 
and at the same time there is also.a foreboding 
that the five-minute limitations of debate will tend 
to curtail full expression on vital matters in the 
Church. 


While five minutes may be sufficient for a 
speaker on a trivial subject it is woefully inadequate 
when the life of our Church is at stake. We hope 
there will be much discussion on this matter during 
the year and that the 1948 Assembly will use better 
discretion in the arbitrary limitation of debate on 
all matters irrespective of their importance Dr. 
James Denny once said that Presbyterianism in 


its proper form is the best church policy for men 


accustomed to self-government in other depart- 
ments of life and are willing to enter into full 
discussions so that an enlightened decision can 
be reached. He also said in this connection that 
men are apt to be satisfied with a decision re- 
gardless of how it turns out if it is the result of 
free and full discussion. 


Assemblies sometimes forget that all issues are 


not of equal value. There are times when the 


Assembly gives unlimited time to inconsequential 
matters and then rigorously enforces.the time for 
discussion on fundamental questions. This is one 
of the strange quirks of human nature. Blasie 
Pasical expressed it in this way, “The sensibility of 
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man to triflés and his sensibility to greater things 
indicate a strange inversion.” 


5. As one comes in close touch with the life and 
machinery of the Southern Presbyterian Church and 
penctrates beneath the surface he is persuaded that 
the burning issue of our Chuch today is not Church 
union, as some seem to feel. If is not the Federal 
Council. It is not the agitating influences of those 
who seek to change our views on social and eco- 
nomic questions. All of these things are symptoms. 
The burning issue before our Church is that of 
doctrinal integrity versus doctrinal laxness or in- 
difference. To put it succinctly, our current ail- 
ment is caused largely by indifference to the Con- 
fessional Standards of our Church. The burning 
issue of our Church therefore is in the realm of 
theology and this is determined to a large extent 
by the deplorable confusion in our theological 
seminaries. The cafeteria style of theological 
training has produced a blighting influence upon 
the life of our Church. It has been the source o 
most of our internal disturbances. } 


Anyone today who seeks to point out heresy is 
quickly stigmatized or anathematized, but we should 
remember that the word heresy comes from the 
Greek word, “‘hairesis.’”?’ This word is derived from 
the Greek verb meaning ‘“‘to choose.’ The cafe- 
teria system of theological training therefore is in 
the strict sense of the word heretical. When this 
spirit prevails the unity of the faith is violated and 
the bonds of peace are severed. The only unity 
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that is worth striving for is the unity of faith, the 
unity of truth. This is the burning issue in our 
Church: shall we be united in the Confessional 
Standards of our Church without equivocation or 
mental reservation? 


The Next Meeting 


The Pastor and representatives from the Session 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Atlanta, 
Georgia appeared before the Assembly to issue an 
invitation to meet with them during their centen- 
nial celebration. Dr. Rupert MeGregor representing 
the Mountain Retreat Association gave an invitation 
to the Assembly to meet at Montreat again. The 
invitation to Atlanta was unanimously accepted and 
the next Assembly will convene there on the 
fourth Thursday in May, 1948. 


The Year Ahead 


This Assembly has sent down to our eighty-seven 
presbyteries much highly controversial material. It 
is a year when the passions of men will be 
aroused. It will be a year of decision. It will 
probably determine the course of our Church for 
years to come. It is a year of crisis. These things 
call loudly for prayer. Our Church needs to pray, 
as it has never prayed before, during the next 
twelve months. It is our hope that the 2,637 
ministers, the 20,180 Ruling Elders, and 24,121 
Deacons will assume their responsibilities and take 
the initiative in leading our 613,701 communicants 
to the Throne of Grace. 


U.S. A. (N orthern) | Presbyterian 


Assembly Discusses Union With 
U. S. (Southern) Presbyterians 


We print below the account of the discussion of the Report on Church Union by the 
U.S.A. Assembly, as printed in ‘THE PRESBYTERIAN TRIBUNE 


of June 7, 1947, Page 3. 


“Optimism In Report On 
Church Union 


There was more reality in the expression of hope 


for reunion with the Presbyterian Church, U. S., at. 


the 159th General Assembly than ever before. 
It was agreed that the negotiations with the 
Prottestant Episcopal Church had reached at 
least a temporary stalemate although the Assembly 
voted to be “receptive to any suggestions looking 
toward union that may come from our Episcopal 
brethren”. However, it was agreed that insmuch as 
all overtures for union had come from the Episcopal 


Church, the Presbyterian Church would take no 


further original steps in that direction. 


The Rev. Dr. Waldo Llyd, president of Mary- 
Ville College and chairman of the Department of 


—H.B.D. 


Church Co-operation and Union, said great steps 
forward had been taaken in relations with the 
Southern Presbyterian Church although there had 
been ‘no final steps yet.” In view of the progress 
he believed a progress report ought to be con- 
sidered by the Assembly pending further advance 
later. Dr. Lloyd presented a plan of reunion which 
had been offered for study by joint representatives 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., and the Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S. (Southern). The plan was 
received and ordered to be submitted to the Pres- 
byteries for study provided similar action were 
taken a week later by the Southern General As- 
sembly at Montreat, N. C. 


Dr. Lloyd stated that there were still some un- 
solved problems in the way of complete under- 
standing between the two churches. The Rev. 
Dr. Lionel B. West, minister of Brooklyn church, 
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Charlotte, N. C., and stated clerk of the Presby- 
tery of Catawba, asked “What are some of the 
problems that are not settled?” He wanted to 
know whether there had been a solution to the 
matter of organizing synods on the principle of 
racial segregation. Dr. Lloyd replied that “We 
have dropped segregation out of the picture now.” 
He stated further that the Southern church is about 
one-fourth the size of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., and that members of the Southern Church 
are eager to clear up certain questions in order 
that they will not feel that they “are being 
swallowed up by a larger Church.” 


Property 


The Stated Clerk, the Rev. Dr. William Barrow 
Pugh, said, “The main problem is over property 
rights, We don’t want any church union to be 
contingent on the matter of property settlement, 
but it is a matter of great concern just now. The 
fact that the Southern Church is only one-fourth 
as large as ours is a problem. I would feel the 
same way our Southern Brethern feel under the 
circumstances. This fear has led to what appears 
to be a congregational policy in the South in which 
there is a desire that each local congregation be 
allowed to vote on the question of reunion. That 
of course is contrary to Presbyterian principles.” 


Dr. Lloyd said, “Gradually through the years by 
the werk of Almighty God there has been a coming 
together of minds. Now there are just these few 
differences that may be reconciled by 1948. The 
present synods, under the current plan, would come 
together in their present form of organization, 
without any changes in structure. If there are 
adjustments to be made in synodical lines they 
would be done later in the regular constitutional 
way.” 

Thrilled 


The Moderator, Mr. La Roe, said, “We ought to 


be thrilled that such an enterprise has gone so 
far. We should rejoice over this report as al] good 
Americans rejoice over the progress of the United 
Nations.”’ 


Someone from the floor asked if our own church 
had any segregated synods now. The reply of the 
Stated Clerk was that we do have some synods 
composed entirely of Negro ministers and churches. 
He added that there have been conferences be- 
tween the department and representatives of the 
Negro churches. It was pointed out, however, that 
no Negro minister or elder has been’ officially 
present at the regular negotations of the repres- 
sentatives of the two Churches and that there is 
no Negro member on the Department of Church 
Cooperation and Union. 


Race Issune 


The Rev. Charles J. Baker, minister of: Miller 
Memorial Church, Birmingham, Ala., insisted: that 
Negroes, even though in a minority, ought to have 
official voice in these matters.” He was supported 
by the Rev. Barney E. MacLean, minister of 
Second church, Danville, Ky. It was suggested that 
a Negro be made an advisory member of the 
Department of Church Cooperation and Union, and 
that at a later date a Negro might be appointed to 
fill a regular vacancy. 


The Rev. Robert G. McClure, Booneville, urged 
that there be no delay but that a Negro member be 
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elected at this time. The Stated Clerk stated that 


there was no vacancy now but that the matter be 
adjusted by increasing the membership of the 
Department from 18 to 19 members and the As. 
sembly agreed to do that and ask the Committee 
on Nominations to fill the new vacancy with a 
Negro. 


Is A Conservative? 
By D. M. Olson 


The Moody Bible Institute | 
Chicago, IIl 


Probably no word has been surrounded by more 
confusion than that solid-sounding term “con- 
servative.””’ Whenever I hear it tossed to and fro 
in an argument I think of a college professor who 
was accused of being a radical. ‘‘Radical!” he 
snorted: “I’m just so conservative that people 
think I’m a radical!’’ 


But while the term is, as the professor’s remark 
indicates, somewhat relative, there is at least one 
meaning of “conservative” that runs counter to 
the course of Christianity. It is the dead conserva- 
tism which always asks, first and last, ‘‘What have 
we done before?” Nothing could be more foreign 
to the spirit and history of Christianity. Men of 
faith and vision have always achieved that which 
has not been done before. 


The ringing challenge of Christ shames the con- 
servative who limits the future by the past. Chris- 
tianity is a dvnamic, turbulent force in society, 
not a static thing which must cling fearfully to 
the past, 


When we speak of conservative theology, how- 
ever, the word takes on an altogether different 
meaning, for objective truth cannot change. A 
theological conservative is one who believes that 
God entered history in the person of Jesus Christ. 
He believes that Christ’s atoning death-has bridged 
the desperate gap between man and God. He has 
acknowledged Christ’ deity by making Him Lord 
of his life. With this sort of conservatism we must 
agree, for nothing less than this can be called 
Christianity at all. : 


No wonder there’s so much confusion in church 
circles when the same word can carry such diverse 
significance. Perhaps it would be a good idea if 
we would stop applying adjectives to Christianity, 
for there is essentially only one kind. Anything 
else cannot qualify. : 

And Christianity rightly defined is not conserva- 
tive in the reactionary sense. It does not make 
former efforts the measure of its potential] achieve- 
ments. Actually, it’s the only truly progressive 
force in our chaotic world. 


Thoughts From Isaiah 


(Chapters VII-VIII) 


In these chapters the Lord speaks the “Im- 
manuel Prophecy,” “God with us.” (See Isaiah 
7:15; 8:10). 


This prophecy is an example of many similar 
prophecies in the Bible. They have an immediate 
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and partial fulfillment, and also a remote and 
complete fulfillment. This one was partly fulfilled 
almost immediately in the birth of a child and the 


victory over “the two tails of these smoking fire- 


brands.” Its complete fulfillment is in the Christ- 


Child, born of the Virgin Mary, as we see in Mat- - 


thew and Luke, 


It was a great thing for God to be with Judah 
in their time of danger; it is a far greater marvel 
for God to be with us delivering and saving us from 
our sins. This “sign” given to Ahaz has become a 


far greater “sign” to us, calling for our faith. 


These signs are like successive mountain ranges, 
one rising a little higher than the other until 
we come to the highest of them.all. The Incarnation 
is one of the most marvellous miracles and mys- 


_teries of the Word of God: one of the mammoth 


mountain peaks of Scripture. 


What does “Immanuel,” “God with us,’? mean? 
May bin suggest just a few things that come to our 
minds? 


i. Immanuel, God with us, means LOVE. Here 
is a wonderful manifestation of the love of God 
for lost men. | 


Love sent God into the Garden in the cool] of 
the day to seek His fallen creatures ,in their shame 
and misery: love sent God in the person of His 
Son into the world to “seek and to save that which 
was lost.” 


Love means MERCY, compassion for those who 
had sinned. Love means GRACE, mercy to the 
undeserving. Ye know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet He be- 
came poor. that we through His poverty might 
be made rich. Love means IPPEACE, reconciliation 
between a holy and just God, and His guilty and 
rebellious subjects. God was in Christ reconciling 
the world unto Himself. Love means REST; “‘come 
unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden and 
I will give you rest.” 


2. Immanuel, God with us, means LIFE—Abun- 


dant life, Eternal life. Sin brought death; death 
has come upon all, for all have sinned. 


Death is separation from God. This is what 
happened in the Fall, All men lost communion and 
fellowship with God; they are dead in trespasses 
and sin. Their condition is hopeless. A dead man 
cannot move; he cannot seek God; God has to take 
the initiative, and seek him, “I am come that ye 
might have life and that ye might have it more 


abundantly.” “In Him is life.” “I am the way, 


the truth and the life; no man cometh unto the 
Father but by me.” | ed 


There is life for a look at the Crucified One. 
Have we, like the bitten Israelites in the wilder- 
ness, looked to Him for life? 


3. Immanuel, God with us, means LIBERTY, 
freedom from bondage; Victory over the “smoking 
firebrands’”—the world, the flesh, and the devil. 


- Whoever commits sin is the slave of sin. It is 
only the SON who can make us free. We are “‘more 


than conquerors” through Him Who loved us. 


This freedom brings Fellowship. We are no 
longer slaves, or aliens, but children of God and 
have been adopted into the family where we have 
all the rights and privileges of the sons of God. 


+ 


Liberty also means Feasting. We are no longer 
under that necessity of feeding on “husks,” or 
“ashes,” or “‘the east wind,” or “vanity,” or even 
the “‘crumbs that fall from the table.”” We have a 
“feast of good things’; our souls delight in fat- 
ness. 


Being free, we become “heirs’’; heirs of God and 
joint heirs with Jesus Christ, All things are now 
ours. We have an inheritance incorruptible, and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in 
heaven for us. 3 : 


We are free to Grow. No longer stunted and 
starved. we can grow in grace and in the knowl- 
edge of our Lord Jesus Christ. All the food we 
reed,—milk, and meat, butter and honey, is ours. 


Is God willing to be “with us’ today? “We | 


will come unto him, and make our abode with 
Him.” God has two homes: Heaven, and humble 
and contrite hearts. _ —J.K.P. 


AMBASSADOR IN BONDS 
By Esther Yerger Hamilton. Published by the 
ay Brook Club, East Stroudsburg, Pa. Price 


This is the thrilling story of the author, who, 
as a missionary under the Association of Baptists 


for World Evangelism, suffered bonds and im- 


prisonment for the cause of Christ. The story 
opens by telling how the author, when a teacher 
on Iloilo, fell in love with a young Scots banker, 


Mr. John Hamilton, who had recently come to 


Manila. 


The rest of the story tells how she was taken 
prisoner by the.Japanese, while John escaped, after 
being bombed, shipwrecked, and rescued from an 
uninhabited island. 


«« Most of the book is taken up with the prison 
life among the missionaries, and is interesting to 
the reader, though at times it was very monoton- 
ous to the author. The story of the thrilling rescue 
from Santo Thomas prison camp and the subse- 
quent wedding of the happy couple forms a fitting 
climax to this modern romance. 
—McKinley Weaver. 


PLEADING CHINA 


By Duncan McRoberts. Published by the Zonder- 
van Press, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.50. 


This book describes the adventures (for they 
can be called nothing less) of the author, who is 
the Field Director of the China Native Evangelistic 
Crusade, during a part of the invasion of China 
by Japan. By foot, truck, and boat the author 
traveled across a great deal of that country. 


The description is so realistic that sometimes it 
is thrilling and sometimes it makes one ill; but 
in it all one has the feeiing that the author has 
seen these things. The description of Chunking 
ablaze is too graphic and makes .one feel as if 
he too were seeing it, and this is horrifying. The 
last chapter, ‘“‘China’s Plea,” sets forth the need 
for haste in coming to the aid of this country. 


This is another of the books which has arisen 


out of the war, and it is of interest to us in our 
day. It is of more value for the description of 
the author’s experiences in China, than for infor- 
mation about China. —McKinley Weaver. 
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